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1. Purpose of report 

1.1  To update members on work carried out around the Gallows Hill nature area site and 

to discuss with them issues arising from the attached papers related to the draft 

Strategic Plan. 

2. Background 

2.1  I want to take this opportunity to record my thanks to Mark Hudson and the 

volunteer team from the Harrogate based charitable organisation Open Country. 

They continue to do excellent, regular work sessions around the site including 

significantly cutting back the willow trees round the big pond to open up the view to 

visitors, this area of work is almost complete for the time being. 

2.2  In the course of his very thorough research into producing the draft strategic plan 

the Community Development Officer came across  a report produced by an LCC 

officer some years ago which suggested that the riverbank along the northern side of 

the Gallows Hill site belonged to the town council. On further enquiries of that 

officer his suggestion was confirmed to be correct and it also emerged that the town 

council own Gallows Hill Lane which runs from Pool Road down to the nature area 

car park. We will need to carefully consider the responsibilities and possible 

opportunities arising from those discoveries. 

2.3  The draft strategic plan was discussed at a meeting of the Gallows Hill Steering 

Group. Jason was thanked for the exceptionally skilful work he had put into 

producing the report which the group were happy to accept with the following 

suggestions. Firstly that the nature area needed to be looked at zone by zone to 

assess the correct ecological  development to be pursued, secondly to assess the 

costs of carrying out and managing such changes,  and thirdly to encourage much 

fuller and wider use of the site for example by local schools for educational uses. 

2.4  In respect of the Groundwork Leeds pursuit of funding for the Gallows Hill Heritage 

Ponds Project, a meeting was held on 19 December  attended by Jon Crossley of 



Groundwork, Sue Lumby of Green Leeds, Chair of Committee, Executive Officer and 

Community Development Officer. 

Jon Crossley talked us through the funding applications he is ready to submit, closing 

dates to be met and dates when decisions are due to take place and the date by 

which, if funding applications are successful, work might begin bearing in mind 

restrictions during the nesting season. The main funding amounts sought were:-

Green Leeds/Biffaward for £44900, Grantscape £37230, Otley Town Council up 

to£20k, LCC Groundwork Project Support Fund £13k, Area Wellbeing Fund £5k total 

£120k. Potential project start date October 2014. 

3. Legal and financial implications 

3.1  There are no immediate financial implications arising from this report but indicative 

costs are being sought in relation to the works recommended by ecologists referred 

to in the draft strategic plan.   

4. Sustainability 

4.1  Current and planned works are compliant with Aalborg in the promotion of, and 

increase in, bio-diversity and caring for nature and green spaces. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1  Members are asked to note the contents of this report and to approve the work 

done to date on the draft Strategic Plan for the Gallows Hill site.    

 

 

 

 


