
Agenda item 7 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 4 November 2013 

Subject: Report on Otley Food and Drink Festival 2013 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

 

1.Purpose of Report 

1.1  To provide members with a report on the first Otley Food and Drink Festival.  

2. Background 

2.1 The Festival came about principally  through the hard work of Peter Heald, Chair of Otley 

Town Partnership and his colleague Jane Chidley,  Jason Knowles Community Development 

Officer, Otley Town Council  with some input from Leader of the Town Council and Chair of 

Committee. 

2. The four people mentioned above met regularly as a group for almost a year to plan and 

organise the event until the big day itself arrived on Sunday 27 July with warm and sunny 

weather helping bringing an estimated 6000 people into the town, some 2 to 3 times the 

figure expected for a normal farmers market. 

2.2There were over 50 Farmers' market stalls and food concessions including a hog roast, 

bacon and sausage sandwiches and a specialist ice cream maker. Several stallholders offered 

samples of their products and many sold out of produce well before the appointed time. 

The drink element of the festival was provided by local breweries who reported very good 

beer sales on their stalls and by David of Chez VIn who was kept very busy doing wine 

tasting sessions in his shop on Newmarket. 

2.3 Feedback from stallholders was very positive and many have already signed up for next 

year's festival. Some Otley traders who opened up especially for the occasion reported good 

business and hopefully support from this sector will also grow. People seemed to be having 

a really good time, the music provided by Terry Williams and Mick Turner in the Market 

Place and other groups who sang and danced in other parts of the town added greatly to 

the good atmosphere and was favourably commented on by residents and visitors alike. 

There were rides in the market Place for young children which was really helpful too. 



2.5 The cookery theatre was a big success and all five cookery demonstrations, even the last 

at 3pm were full to capacity with many also viewing from outside. Paying for a professional 

MC to help describe the cooking processes and to ask questions of the chefs was thought to 

have been very well worth the cost.  

2.6 Costs for the day came to about £8k including a contribution from the Town Council. 

While accounts are not quite finalised Peter Heald believes the event pretty much broke 

even which for a first attempt is encouraging. There were, as one would expect, a few 

lessons to bear in mind for a future festival such as allowing a bit more set up time on 

Boroughgate  and providing a mobile electricity supply for the bands so as to take them 

further away from the PA system where interference with sound occurred.  

2.7 All in all it was an excellent event and particular thanks must go to Jason Knowles and 

the Town Partnership team of Peter Head and Jane Chidley. 

3.Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report and the town council's financial 

contribution to the festival came in within the agreed figure which was allocated. 

4.Recommendations 

4.1  Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 


