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      1. Purpose of report 

To update members on recent cycling initiatives in Otley including work to progress 

the proposed Sustrans cycleway. 

2. Background 

2.1 Chair of Committee and CDO are members of the Do you Ride working group 

looking at Community Development and Finance issues. The group have  

 

 identified and mapped 68 cycle racks around Otley and passed those details to the 

Infrastructure group who now have that issue in their portfolio 

 drawn up detailed Key Criteria we feel should be met for Otley to be awarded or to 

claim Cycling Town status. For further discussion at DYR steering group meeting. 

 drawn up detailed Key Criteria for a Cyclists are Welcome scheme for businesses 

(bike shops, pubs, cafes, B&Bs) and schools in Otley .This would cover facilities that 

businesses/ schools might supply where feasible including a basic repair kit, access to 

toilet /changing facilities, cycle route maps or leaflets for sale, possible discounts, 

website details of local/favourite cycle routes etc. We agreed to work up a 

specification which could be used to encourage local businesses to join such a 

scheme. 

 checked out the current provision for cycle training in Otley schools which has 

excellent take up at primary school level across the town.  Level 3 cycle training is 

now on offer at Prince Henry's to years 7 & 8 pupils whose parents agree their 

children will use the training to enable them to cycle to school. 

 checked out adapted cycling provision at South Leeds Sports Centre and at Herd 

Farm Activity Centre, Adel both of which have facilities for disabled youngsters and 

adults. We put the latter organisation in touch with the Cluster of Schools manager 

for Otley and area as they have had no contact with Otley schools to date. 

 we know from discussions with schools that the reason that some children do not 

take up cycling training is likely to be that their family can't afford a roadworthy bike 

and helmet at this time. Joe Cullen is setting up a scheme to re-furbish cycles 

donated from a variety of sources with a view to making them available to schools 

and perhaps individuals at little or no cost. More on this as Joe makes progress. 



 

2.2 A meeting with Sustrans to progress the proposed cycleway from Pool to 

Menston station resulted in new developments; 

 Bradford Council were reported to be keen to see a cycleway from Menston 

station to Burley, Ilkley and Addingham.  

 a decision was taken to invite a Bradford Council representative and 

representatives from Metro to future meetings we have with Sustrans.   

 a decision was taken to work on Otley to Burley as the new phase 1 for the 

cycleway 

 CDO is organising a meeting of Leader of Town Council , himself and Chair of 

Committee with all the parish councils involved to brief them on the above 

proposals and intended consultation. 

 David Hall of Sustrans was due to meet Greg Mulholland MP shortly and said 

he would ask him to encourage LCC to commit funding to the proposed 

cycleway. 

 

2.3 Planned work by Sustrans to update the Pool to Menston cycleway document 

before a public consultation exercise was held at Otley Core had to be postponed 

when news broke of a £30m award for a cycleway from East Leeds through to 

Bradford, Sustrans are heavily involved in developing that scheme. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

 

 

 

 


