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Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 13 January 2014 

Subject: Wellcroft Children's Playground 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To update members on attempts by a local community group to bring about a 

refurbishment of the existing children's playground and to consider any ways in 

which committee members and/or the town council might help the community 

group in its aims. 

2. Background 

2.1  In April this year Chair of Committee was approached by a local resident about the 

condition of the playground at Wellcroft, seeking help and information on how it 

might be improved. Chair paid a visit to site and noted a number of problems with 

equipment, with areas of damage to the safer surfacing and other structural 

problems - he then replied advising that a meeting with a group of local residents 

and a Parks & Countryside Officer might provide a way forward. 

2.2  In July and before a reply was received from the aforementioned resident Chair of 

Committee was approached by Cllr Francis and asked if he would work with him and 

local residents on a scheme to refurbish Wellcroft playground. Chair said he was 

happy to agree that and subsequently joined a meeting on site in early October with 

Cllr Francis, an officer from Parks & Countryside and a number of local residents. 

2.3  It was clear from the discussions we had with the local residents that they were 

looking for substantial improvements both to the structure of the play ground- for 

example reducing or eliminating the height of the stone work to the western side of 

the playground to make it safer for the children- and improving the range and 

number of items of play equipment. We talked through the steps that would need to 

be taken for the project to have a chance of securing funding and the need for the 

Group, which is now named WAG (Wellcroft Action Group), to develop some options 

for the scheme and the potential costs for the each option.  

2.4  Chair of Committee agreed to copy to Secretary of WAG a specimen constitution 

document, some examples of completed funding applications for a successful local 



playground project and the names of potential funders who might be approached 

once the project and its costs had been established by the Group. This was done 

quickly and Cllr Francis soon met again with WAG members and supporters. From a 

brief meeting between Chair of Committee and Secretary of WAG in recent days it 

seems clear that there are opportunities for cross party working to help this project 

succeed- Cllrs Campbell and Lay have talked to her about securing Section 106 

money from the ex-Massingberd's development towards the costs of the project. 

And Cllr Morris has also expressed an interest in helping progress things. 

2.5  The Group are getting themselves organised and have passed to Parks & Countryside 

some ideas for the refurbishment project including a 'wish list' of new items of play 

equipment. They have also agreed some ideas for local fundraising events which will 

be helpful background when approaching the bigger fund holders such as 

Grantscape or Green Leeds.  

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications arising from this report. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1  Members are asked to note the contents of the report. 

4.2  Members are asked to agree to work in a cross party way to support this project for 

the benefit of the local residents and their children. 

 

 


