
AGENDA ITEM 5                                        

Otley Town Council 

Full Council 

Date: Monday 8th September 2014 

Subject: Mayors for Peace – Development of a UK & Ireland Chapter 

Report By: Executive Officer 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

 

1.1 To support the development of a UK & Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter and nominate 

(if so desired) an attendee at chapter meetings including the establishment meeting on 

Friday 3rd October 2014. 

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 As a Lead City of Mayors for Peace, Manchester City Council has agreed to a request by 

the Mayor of Hiroshima to look to develop a UK & Ireland Chapter of Mayors for Peace. 

A meeting to establish the group will be held on Friday 3rd October 2014 in Manchester 

Town Hall (1.30pm – 3.30pm) and all 90 English, Scottish, Welsh, Northern Irish and 

Republic of Ireland members of Mayors for Peace are encouraged to send a 

representative to this meeting. 

 

2.2 As part of establishing the Chapter, Manchester City Council has developed a discussion 

paper on how to increase UK & Irish membership of Mayors for Peace, how to develop a 

deeper sense of membership and how to create an effective UK & Ireland Mayors for 

Peace Chapter. 

 

2.3 This discussion paper is attached as Appendix 1.  

 

2.4 The paper seeks to inform all 90 UK & Republic of Ireland members of Mayors for Peace 

that Manchester City Council is seeking to implement the decisions made at the 2013 

Executive and General Conferences of Mayors for Peace, held in Hiroshima. These are: 

 To develop national or cross-national chapters of Mayors for Peace to more effectively 

represent the 6,127 members of Mayors for Peace from 158 countries. 

 To implement a small, annual voluntary donation to the Mayors for Peace. 

 To improve the International Secretariats of Mayors for Peace in Hiroshima, and its 

interaction with its 2020 Vision Campaign Secretariat in Ypres.  

 

2.5 There are a number of questions being asked of the discussion paper. These can be seen 

at Appendix 2. It is suggested that should any Member have any points to make on any of 



the questions they forward them to the Executive Officer who will complete the form and 

return by the deadline. 

 

 

3. Legal and Financial Implications 

 

3.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report 

 

3.2 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

4. Sustainability 

 

4.1 The report is compliant with Aalborg. 

       5.    Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that the Policy & Resources Committee 

I. Note the contents of the discussion paper and support the development of a UK & 

Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter 

II. Nominate a Member to attend the establishment meeting 

III. Forward any responses to the questionnaire to the Executive Officer for compilation. 



Appendix 1 

 

Appendix 2 

MAYORS FOR PEACE BRIEFING PAPER 2 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR UK & IRELAND MEMBERS 
 
This questionnaire accompanies the Mayors for Peace Policy Briefing / Executive 
Summary which outlines the proposed development of a formal UK & Ireland Mayors 
for Peace Chapter.  
 
Manchester City Council would very much appreciate comments on these changes. 
This will very much help in the development of the Chapter and associated medium-
term developments with Mayors for Peace. Manchester City Council would 
encourage the offices of Mayor / Provosts to share the briefing and this 
questionnaire with their Mayor, the office of the Leader of Council and relevant Lead 
Elected Members for International Affairs / nuclear issues. 
 
It is absolutely essential to get the views of as many of the 90 UK & Ireland Council 
Members of Mayors for Peace in the implementation of these changes as is 
possible. I would therefore strongly encourage that your Council consider the Policy 
Briefing / Executive Summary and respond to the questionnaire. Please email 
completed questionnaires to s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk  by the 21st September 
2014.  
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Sean Morris 
Manchester City Council 
Principal Policy & Research Officer (Nuclear Policy) 
Secretary of UK & Ireland Mayors for Peace Working Group 
 
Your contact details: 
 
Your Council - 
 
Mayor / Provost / Chairperson 2014/15 - 
 
Leader of Council -  
 
Mayor’s Secretary - 
 
Council email contact - 
 
Questions arising from Mayors for Peace Policy Briefing No 2: 
 
1. Mayors for Peace wishes to develop National / Cross National Chapters. 

Manchester City Council has been tasked with developing a UK & 
Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter.  

 

mailto:s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk


 
a) Do you agree with the need to develop such a chapter? 
b) Do you think the best person to attend chapter meetings should be your 
Mayor / Provost / Chairperson or a nominated councillor, delegated by the Council?  
 
2. Mayors for Peace would like to develop a voluntary, annual membership 

fee. The Policy Briefing suggested an annual fee of £120 or €130, and 
£60 or €65 for smaller Town Councils. 

 
a) Do you think that is a reasonable membership fee? 
 
b) Would your Council be willing to pay for that fee, or a smaller fee? 
 
c) What would you want the membership fee to be spent on? Should it be spent 

on staff time and the organisation of meetings and development of a chapter 
by Manchester City Council; or a fee that would be sent directly on to 
Hiroshima for international work? (or a combination of the two?) 

 
3. Mayors for Peace primarily consider nuclear weapons matters and calls 

for a nuclear weapons free world. Its covenant allows it to consider 
other peace and justice issues if it wishes to. 

 
a) Would you like a UK & Ireland Chapter to look at other issues beyond its main 

issue around nuclear weapons? 
 
b) What other issues would you like a Chapter to consider? 
 
4. The current UK & Ireland Mayors for Peace Working Group administered 

by Manchester City Council meets 1 – 2 times a year.  It is envisaged 
to seek to have at least 2 meetings a year of a Chapter. 

 
a) Do you think 1 – 2 meetings a year is reasonable? 
 
b) Would your Council be willing to send a representative to such a meeting 

once or twice a year? 
 
c) Would your Council be happy for Manchester City Council, as a Vice 

President of Mayors for Peace, to administer the Chapter? 
 
d) Do you think it would be helpful to develop sub-chapters in England, Scotland, 

Wales, Northern Ireland and / or the Republic of Ireland as a more practical 
medium-term way for your Council to engage with Mayors for Peace?   

 
5. Manchester City Council also administers the UK & Ireland Nuclear Free 

Local Authorities Secretariat. It believes that a UK & Ireland Mayors for 
Peace Chapter should be a completely separate entity and it should be 
administered through separate budgets. 

 



a) Do you agree with Manchester City Council’s view of keeping the NFLA and 
Mayors for Peace separate, due to their different memberships and 
remits?  

 
b) Do you have any other comments on the administration of a Chapter? 
 
6. The UK & Ireland Mayors for Peace Working Group invites members of 

non government organisations working in the nuclear disarmament field 
to its meetings.  

 
a) Would you be happy with NGOs attending / observing Chapter meetings? 
 
b) What role should NGOs play in co-operation with a Mayors for Peace 

Chapter, if any? 
 
7. The Working Group has interacted with National and Devolved 

Governments in the British and Irish Isles.  
 
a) Do you think it is important for a Chapter to interact with the UK, Republic of 

Ireland, Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland Governments? 
 
b) Do you think it is important for a Chapter to interact with international 

governmental organisations, such as the United Nations, or leave this to the 
International Secretariat? 

 
8. Mayors for Peace currently has an International Secretariat based in 

Hiroshima and a 2020 Vision Campaign Secretariat in Ypres, Belgium. 
 
a) Do you have any comments on how a UK & Ireland Chapter should interact 

with the International Secretariat(s)? 
 
b) What role should the International Secretariat play in the operation of Mayors 

for Peace?  
 


