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1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of the report is to bring members up to date with developments 

relating to the Civic Centre. 

2.0 Background 

2.1 Since the last update (at the P&R Committee on 15th July 2013) a number of 
meetings have been held by the Working Group.  The Group is made up of the following 
people, each of whom brings specific skills and knowledge useful to the assessment process; 

• Cllr John Eveleigh (Chair) 
• Cllr Carl Morris (Council’s Finance Lead Member) 
• Cllr John Flinn (Lib Dem representative) 
• Mark Hide (Architect and former Chair of Save Otley Civic Centre) 
• Penny Mares (Otley Conservation Task Force & former secretary of Save Otley Civic 

Centre) 
• Bob Brook (Otley Film Society) 
• George Holmes - events management skills and experience 
• The Executive Officer of Otley Town Council 
 

2.2 The aim of the group is to produce a feasibility report to establish whether the Civic 

centre has a viable future. 

3.0 Progress to date 

3.1 Leeds City Council remain committed to the scheme, and are still pursing potential 
funding sources. The scheme remains an ‘amber’ scheme within the City Council’s capital 
programme. 
 
3.2 The third party organisation previously referred to (West Yorkshire Police) that were 

interested in leasing part of the building have now indicated that this is not now the case. 

However the working group have not limited themselves to that one particular group and 

have been talking to a number of potential users. 



3.3 Leeds City Council have indicated that although the withdrawal of the third party 

organisation has an impact on the capital funding of the project they are looking to other 

sources to fill that gap. 

3.4 Members of the group have undertaken visits to a number of theatres including ones 

in Lancaster, Hexham, Pocklington and Hebden Bridge. Valuable information was gathered 

at all locations. These visits complemented the ones undertaken earlier in the year when the 

emphasis was more on the community aspect of running a refurbished Centre. 

3.5 Work is progressing on the production of an updated business plan. LCC have 

requested that this be submitted to them in early January 2014.  It is the intention to bring 

the business plan to the meeting of Policy and Resources on 20th January. Although the plan 

will have been submitted to LCC by the time of the P & R meeting, there is no commitment 

or obligation on the Town Council to progress the project further without formal consent. 

4.0 Legal and Financial Implications 

4.1 There are no legal or financial implications at this moment in time 

5.0 Sustainability 

5.1 The report is compliant with Aalborg. 

6.0 Recommendations 

6.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

 

 


