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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The purpose of the Report is to advise Members on the issues with which the 

Community Development Officer has been dealing in relation to Community 

Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’s ACTIVITIES (APRIL-JUNE) 

The CDO has attended two meetings of the Tour de France Steering Group and has 

been working with organisations and partners to coordinate the activities of the six 

sub-groups. The CDO has attended meetings with regards to the infrastructure and 

refuse plans for the event. The CDO is providing detailed information for the Otley 

Tour de France website and twitter (see www.otleytdf.co.uk ). The CDO continues to 

work closely with Ian Cairns and Nicola Lockwood (Leeds City Council) on plans for 

the weekend. The CDO has facilitated a business information drop-in session on the 

TdF and has worked with the Otley Chamber of Trade on providing signage/banners 

at the gateways to the town. The CDO has contributed to the Otley leaflets being 

produced regarding activities on the day. The CDO was part of the team that 

provided an information stall at the Otley Show and Otley Carnival, providing advice 

on the TdF, the selling of merchandise and promotion of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The CDO has been promoting and overseeing the Voice Your Choice 2014-2015 Tour 

de France Legacy public ballot and count completed in early June. The CDO 

continues to work with the Big Hooha Company on delivery of the Otley Heritage 

Mosaic planned to be located in Tittybottle Park.    

The CDO has sent out a call to local groups and organisations to get involved in the 

Otley Yorkshire Week events programme planned for the first week of August. The 

http://www.otleytdf.co.uk/


CDO is now finalising the programme and a leaflet advertising the activities will be 

produced shortly. 

The CDO continues to liaise with the Otley Museum and the Royal British Legion on 

plans for the World War I Remembrance activities during 2014. Otley Museum will 

be using the Otley Core Exhibition Space from August to November to present the 

‘Legacies of War – Untold Otley Stories’ exhibition. The CDO will be taking this 

exhibition out to all Otley Primary Schools during this period. 

The CDO has assisted Otley Town Partnership with regards to plans and proposed 

road closures and first aid cover for the Otley Food & Drink Festival to be held on 

Sunday 27th July 2014. 

The CDO has attended two meetings, alongside councillors, with SUSTRANS and 

parish clerks and councillors from Pool-in-Wharfedale, Menston and Burley-in-

Wharfedale with regards to the re-use of the former railway line between Pool-in-

Wharfedale, Otley, Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale. The CDO attended and 

assisted with the community consultation in early June. 

The CDO, alongside Open Country and Friends of Gallows Hill, has carried out 

maintenance work on the Gallows Hill Nature Area. The next planned dates for 

works are in September. 

The CDO, on behalf of the Event Management Committee, has produced the 16 page 

Otley Visitor Guide. The Guide is now available. 

The CDO accompanied and assisted Town Mayor Pamela Gill in judging the Easter 

Bonnet competition at Westgate Primary School and the Tour de France T-shirt 

competition advertised in Otley Matters, which received nearly 200 entries. 

The CDO has attended meetings of the Universal Services group and the Otley 

Children’s Centre Joint Collaborative Committee Working Group. 

The CDO has attended face-to-face meetings with the following people: Alan Sowden 

(new President of Otley Chamber of Trade); Tom Hatley (Otley Chamber of Trade) 

regarding broadband in Otley Town Centre; PC Dominic Phillips (new Police Officer 

designated for Otley and Yeadon); Sarah Agar-Brennan (Sk8 Safe) with regards to a 

project proposed at Otley Skate Park.  

The CDO has worked with the editorial committee to produce the June Special Tour 

de France edition (No.68) of Otley Matters. The CDO attended the reading of Otley 

Matters for Talking Newspapers. 



The CDO has received his comments from the Yorkshire Local Councils Training 

Partnership overview in relation to the submission of the Certificate in Local Council 

Administration portfolio – the portfolio is now ready for submission. 

Over the coming months the CDO will continue to meet and work with the 

community groups and organisations in Otley. The CDO will be working on the final 

details of the Tour De France and the running of the event on the day. The CDO will 

continue to work on plans for the re-use of the former Otley railway line. The CDO 

will continue to work on implementing the objectives proposed in the Strategy and 

Enhancement Plan for Gallows Hill. The CDO will continue to work on the delivery of 

the Yorkshire Week events. The CDO will be working with the editorial committee to 

produce the September edition (No.69) of Otley Matters. 

  

3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 

facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 

authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 

Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 

necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the community 

so that they work more closely together which is sound and compliant with the 

Aalborg Charter. 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 


