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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The purpose of the Report is to advise Members on the issues with which the 

Community Development Officer has been dealing in relation to Community 

Development matters. 

 

 

2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’s ACTIVITIES (DECEMBER-JANUARY) 

The CDO has been busy meeting with most of the groups and organisations that 

run events and festivals in the town, with regards to their future activities and 

plans. To discuss the opportunities around the Tour de France, Voice Your Choice 

and Yorkshire Week. Also, to discuss the potential of developing a new Otley Events 

leaflet. 

The CDO has also met with all the Head teachers of the five Otley Primary schools. 

These discussions have been focused on plans and activities relating to: the Tour de 

France; Voice Your Choice; the Neighbourhood Plan and the World War I Centenary.   

The CDO has been working with the winners of the 2013-2014 Voice Your Choice 

initiative. The Chamber of Trade launched the website advertising the Otley 

Christmas Tree Festival which attracted over 3,000 visitors. Otley Action for Older 

People are intending to launch the new dementia café in February 2014 at the Otley 

Methodist Church. The Big Hooha Company are in discussions with Leeds City 

Council about siting the Otley heritage mosaic. All the primary schools will be 

involved in the mosaic design.    

The CDO has attended a further meeting of key stakeholders involved in the delivery 

of the ‘Do you ride?’ cycling strategy for Otley. The CDO is working with Otley 

Sportive on the Otley Loves Cyclists website, expected to be launched in Spring. 



The CDO has attended a meeting of the Tour de France Steering Group and has been 

working with organisations and partners to coordinate the activities of the six sub-

groups. The CDO has attended meetings with regards to the infrastructure, 

communications and merchandising for the event. The CDO is working on providing 

detailed information for the Otley Tour de France website – to be launched shortly. 

The CDO is now working closely with Ian Cairns (Leeds City Council Tdf Hub Manager) 

and Barry Blue (Tdf Hub Manager) on plans for the weekend. 

The CDO has attended a meeting, alongside councillors, with SUSTRANS and parish 

clerks and councillors from Pool-in-Wharfedale, Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale 

with regards to exploring the potential for the re-use of the former railway line 

between Pool-in-Wharfedale, Otley, Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale. 

The CDO, alongside Open Country and Friends of Gallows Hill, has carried out 

maintenance work on the Gallows Hill Nature Area. Open Country have committed 

to undertake work on the site on a monthly basis. The CDO has also been working 

with the Friends of Gallows Hill and the Wharfedale Naturalists on drafting a 

Strategy and Enhancement Plan for the Gallows Hill site. 

The CDO attended the final meeting of the now dissolved Otley Community Council 

in January. 

The CDO attended the opening of the new Otley Children’s Centre in December. 

The CDO attended the launch of Leeds City Council’s desire for Leeds to be the 

European Capital of Culture in 2023.  

The CDO is working with the editorial committee to produce the March edition 

(No.67) of Otley Matters.  

The CDO, alongside the Executive Officer, continues to work on the production of 

their portfolio with regards to gaining the Certificate in Local Council Administration 

qualification. 

Over the coming months the CDO will continue to meet and work with the 

community groups and organisations in Otley. The CDO will continue to work with 

the Steering Group and other key stakeholders to develop activities for the 2014 

Tour De France. The CDO will continue to provide support on the delivery of the Do 

You Ride Strategy. The CDO will continue to work on plans for the re-use of the 

former Otley railway line. The CDO will continue to work on implementing the 

objectives proposed in the Strategy and Enhancement Plan for Gallows Hill. The CDO 

will be working with the editorial committee to produce the June edition (No.68) 

‘Tour de France’ edition of Otley Matters. The CDO will be working closely with the 

Executive Officer to progress the Otley Neighbourhood Plan.      



3. LEGAL ASPECTS AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Council is empowered to provide information concerning the services and 

facilities available in the area provided by Otley Town Council, other public 

authorities or charities and other voluntary organisations under S142 (1) Local 

Government Act 1972 and may appoint other such Council staff as it deems 

necessary under S112 of the same Act. 

 

There are no financial applications to this report. 

 

 

4. SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The Community Development Officer’s role is to develop and involve the community 

so that they work more closely together which is sound and compliant with the 

Aalborg Charter. 

 

 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 

 


