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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide information to members about the difficulties that cyclists 

experience when using Leeds Road on their journeys to work in Leeds and to 

consider a proposal which if implemented would ease those difficulties. 

2. Background 

2.1 Simon Hewitson, a resident of Otley and a regular cyclist to work in Leeds 

has been in correspondence with City Council officers and councillors for the 

past two years on the topic of seeking to make the route from the Leeds Road 

roundabout towards Bramhope a safer and less nerve-wracking one for cyclists 

who use that route and those who would like to do so. 

2.2 Mr Hewitson emailed all town councillors in April this year attaching copies 

of correspondence with the city council on this topic and asking if we would  

support him in his efforts. 

2.3 Leader of the Town Council and Chair of Committee replied to say they 

were happy to do so and we arranged a meeting with Tim Parry, Senior 

Transport Planner, and Andy Merckel, Principal Officer, Highways. We met the 

two officers on 17 July this year along with Mr Hewitson and Martin Stanley of 

the Leeds Cycling Campaign Group. 

2.4  A number of possible options were discussed including use of the footway 

between the roundabout and up to Bramhope. The preferred option of Mr 

Hewitson and the Cycling Campaign group is to reduce the existing stretch of 3 

lane carriageway to two lanes and create a 2 metre cycle lane on the uphill 

section. This option is supported by Chair of Committee and Leader of Town 



Council.  The two LCC officers present agreed to speak to colleagues and get in 

touch again. 

3. Legal and Financial implications. 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications to this proposal. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to support the proposals made by Mr Hewitson in his 

paper which is enclosed with this report as is photographic evidence, also 

provided, which he will refer to when he takes the opportunity to speak to 

members before the Committee meeting proper begins. 

4.2 Members are asked to support Chair and Leader's commitment to seek 

formal support from Pool Parish Council for this measure and to follow up with 

LCC officers' promise to consult colleagues and to report back to those who 

attended the 17th July 2014 meeting. 


