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Subject: Gallows Hill Heritage Pond Project - Town Council Funding Contribution. 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To inform members of the funding contributions which the Town Council will need to 

make if Groundwork Leeds are successful with applications for funding they are making on 

the Town Council’s behalf. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 Leader of the Town Council and Chair of Environment & Sustainability Committee met 

recently with Jon Crossley of Groundwork Leeds to review the funding possibilities which 

remain open to us and to consider the options and the financial implications for the Town 

Council. 

2.2 Although funding applications made to SITA, to Grantscape/Caird Bardon and to North 

West Outer Area Committee have been unsuccessful there are still possibilities of grants 

from the LCC Project Support Fund (£13k), a lower revised bid to Grantscape/Caird Bardon   

(reduced from original £57k to something in the range of £37k) and an application of 

£44900 from Green Leeds/Biffaward. 

2.3 It is considered that attempts should be made to obtain the maximum grants available 

to enable us to provide a range of bio-diversity improvements e.g. more ponds, further 

planting of British native trees, more wild flower plantings as well as real improvements in 

the paths around the site and the car park to make the site fully accessible to disabled 

people and able bodied individuals alike. 

2.4 There are fees that arise from the work Groundwork are carrying out, along with a third 

party contribution we need to make to release Grantscape funding if the application to 

them is successful and for the cost of providing Friends of Gallows Hill volunteers with 



training which is a necessary condition of our receiving Biffaward  monies for bio-diversity 

works. Further details are given below. 

1) Groundwork’s project management fees (calculated on a sliding scale of 15% down to 

14%):         estimated £13,130     

2) Habitat survey training for FOGH volunteers, fixed cost:          £2,265      

3) Contributory third party funding to release Grantscape money:  estimated  £4,230   

                Total   £19,625 

 

3. Legal and financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report.   

3.2 The costs outlined above to be met from receipts from the sale of Riverdale land. 

 

4. Sustainability 

4.1 Project works are compliant with Aalborg in relation to the promotion and increase in 

bio-diversity and caring for nature and green spaces. 

 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 Members are recommended to authorise payment of the fees and costs detailed at 2.4 

above and, given that some of those are not fixed and may rise a little, fix a limit on those 

costs not exceeding £20k without further authority being sought.  


