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1.Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide information to members on the proposed footpath route and to 

seek their views before the works go out to tender. 

2.Background 

2.1 Regular discussions with the Friends of Gallows Hill Group and with the 

Gallows Hill Steering Group have proved very useful, particularly the input of 

local ecologists who have provided  information and advice on how the site 

might be improved from a bio-diversity perspective. 

2.2 Some of their advice stems from their belief that the level of dog walking 

around the site needs to be reduced to bring down the amount of dog faeces 

found on site and the damage to wildlife and plant life that dogs can do when 

allowed off the lead ,as many are on this site. 

2.3 To that end they suggest that the grass paths which cross the site are left 

uncut and over time allowed to fill in or to be used much less. Also that the 

stone path from the car park to the riverside is closed along with another short 

length of stone path further down the riverside. 

2.4 Chair of Committee supports the proposal to stop cutting the grass paths 

that cross the site which should go some way to meet the advice from 

ecologists. But Chair believes that closing the stone paths would be challenged 

by residents as they have had unrestricted access for a number of years and 

could legitimately claim them as Public Rights of Way. Advice from LCC 

Footpaths team is that we would be likely to be asked to re-instate them. 



2.5 A further suggestion from the ecologists is that a number of 'spurs' are 

constructed leading visitors to points of interest around the site including the 

main pond, the proposed community orchard, viewing points, interpretation 

board sites, seating areas etc as proposed on the enclosed map. Chair believes 

this would be a welcome development that should be supported. 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no immediate legal or financial implications involved other than 

the possible legalities involved in the proposal to close paths. Finance from the 

ring-fenced reserve (from the sale of land at Riverdale Road) will fund the 

paths, spurs and car park works, and the tendering process will be overseen by 

the Council's Audit Committee. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to:- 

4.1.1 Support the Chair's position as outlined in paragraphs 2.4 and 2.5 above. 

4.1.2 Agree the proposed footpath layout which will form the basis of the 

tender for the works to be undertaken. 


