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1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To update members on recent maintenance activities, the formulation of a draft 

strategic plan and other matters concerning Gallows Hill nature area. 

2. Background 

2.1 We have had considerable help recently with maintenance tasks from Open Country, a 

voluntary group from Harrogate whose disabled user group and support staff carry out 

practical environmental tasks such as improving paths, cutting back foliage along paths, 

lifting of Himalayan Balsam and other pernicious weeds, litter picking etc on a number of 

similar sites to Gallows Hill. They have provided up to a dozen people to work with FOGH 

members and Cllrs/CDO on three occasions since August and are looking to help on a 

monthly basis whenever weather conditions permit. 

2.2 Arising from the AGM of Friends of Gallows Hill, a steering group was set up to help 

formulate a strategic plan for the future of the site. Members include Chair of Committee, 

Leader of the Town Council, Chairman and Treasurer of FOGH, Community Development 

Officer, Randal Metzger from Walkers are Welcome, Andy Bolton local entrepreneur and 

trained ecologist, Ben Whitehead, our grass cutting contractor who is also a trained 

ecologist. 

2.3 CDO agreed to draft a strategic plan setting out the history and ecology of the site, a 

description of what the site is used for currently and more importantly how it is to be 

developed and managed in the future. A first draft has been produced by the CDO and once 

that document has been reviewed by the steering group it will be brought to committee for 

discussion and approval. 

2.4 Members of the public have made known their disquiet about alleged smoking of illicit 

substances in the Gallows Hill car park at night and other matters of concern. These issues 

have been passed onto the local police who say they already patrol the car park at Gallows 



Hill along with those on the Chevin and elsewhere in the town and will do more where 

resources permit. 

2.5 Executive Officer has taken up with the City Council the possibility of their staff 

patrolling Gallows Hill to look at dog fouling and other breaches of the dog controls 

regulations such as too many dogs being walked at the same time by one individual. The 

response was that resources are very limited indeed and the town council might be better 

looking at training its own staff to do the work. The cost of training is said to be in the order 

of £1k. 

2.6 Two large metal containers on the Gallows Hill site have been used for many years to 

store tools and other materials, one used by Otley Action for Older People the other by 

Friends of Gallows Hill. On recent inspection it became clear that both containers held a 

great deal of unusable and unwanted material.  Having given notice to both organisations, 

council staff and councillors met recently to empty the containers and to consider 

individually all the items involved and determine which were in a good enough condition to 

be returned for possible future use and which should be disposed of. Comparatively few 

objects were retained and both containers have a good bit of space now for future storage 

needs e.g. barriers for Christmas Lights and other events in town. Houldsworths were able 

to dispose of the unwanted material in three lorry loads at a cost to the town council of 

£200 plus VAT.  

2.8 Chair of Committee will update members orally at the meeting on any developments in 

the funding applications being pursued in respect of the heritage ponds habitat project.  

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report. Members to note the £200+VAT 

cost referred to in 2.7 above. 

4. Sustainability 

4.1 Current and planned works are compliant with Aalborg in the promotion of, and 

increase in, bio-diversity and caring for nature and green spaces. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

5.2 Members are invited to express their views about possible training of town council staff 

to deal with dog control measures and the costs associated with that. 


