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1. Purpose of report 

1.1 To update members on matters arising from past and current  

unauthorised traveller encampments on Ilkley Road. 

2. Background 

2.1 Members will recall that we had two significant unauthorised 

encampments in the past two years on Ilkley Road both of which were 

very unpleasant for staff of Ideal Standard International to deal with and 

disruptive to the company carrying out its normal business. Fortunately 

the action taken by authorities to evict the traveller last summer was 

successful within 3 weeks of their arrival, as opposed to 7 weeks for the 

first episode. 

2.2  Chair of Committee and Leader of Council promised to seek possible 

solution from Highways staff and met with a senior officer but no 

immediate answer could be found to the problem, the officer undertook 

to give the matter more thought and a further meeting has been arrange 

to discuss this matter on 27 February. 

2.3 Meanwhile a further unauthorised encampment in recent days has been 

drawn to our attention. Two caravans on their way to a South Yorkshire 

site apparently. They are said to be acting reasonably in all respects but 

the LCC Gypsy/Travellers team have started the necessary eviction 

paperwork just in case. 

2.4 The Gypsy/Travellers unit confirm that they continue to respond within 

24 hours of any notification of unauthorised encampment. Again they 



emphasised that procedures have to be followed carefully for best effect 

or else delays in eviction will occur. A third caravan has turned up on site 

in recent days and the Gypsy/Travellers team have been informed. 

Further information is awaited. Members will be aware that the Tour de 

France route passes close to this area, street cleaning are ready to react 

to any need to clear the site of rubbish which may arise from the current 

or subsequent encampments.  

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal or financial implications arising from this report. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

  

 


