
Agenda Item No.5 

Otley Town Council 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 

Date: 3 March 2014 

Subject: Report on Gallows Hill project funding and related issues. 

Report by: Chair of Committee 

1.  Purpose of report 

1.1 To update members on latest funding position and on decisions taken at latest 

Steering Group meeting. 

2. Background 

2.1 Revised applications for funding have been submitted on our behalf by Groundwork 

Leeds as follows. To Grantscape for sum of £37230, decision due in April. To Green 

Leeds for sum of £44900. The application was approved by the Green Leeds board on 

21 January but where sizeable sums are involved, as in this case, the matter is 

referred by Green Leeds to Biffaward for consideration. If they like it then it will go 

before the Biffaward board in competition with other bids. We should know the 

result of this by end of June.  

2.2 Year 6 children and the deputy headteacher from All Saints Primary visited the site in 

January. CDO and Chair of Committee spent some time walking round the site with 

them, telling them about the species to be found there and future plans for the site. 

The children were very enthusiastic and promised to write letters of support to 

Green Leeds which we know was helpful. 

2.3 Members will recall that Full Council adopted the Gallows Hill Strategy Document on 

20 January 2014 and approved the 2014/15 budget which included a sum of £6k for 

maintenance work on Gallows Hill. These decisions and the current position 

regarding funding applications were relayed to Steering Group members when we 

met on 20 February. 

2.4 Decisions taken at the Steering Group included  

 aim to get a baseline survey of species done in May using experts from 

Wharfedale Naturalists if possible. Seek separate experts in plants, insects and 

invertebrates 

 seek advice on longer term treatment of willows round big pond from Parks & 

Country expert on toads 



 call an early meeting of FOGH and Open Country reps and our grass cutting 

contractor and use the Habitat Maintenance work sheets from the strategy 

document to agree a programme of works and indicative costs for financial year 

2014/15 

 follow up suggestion of looking at Helmsley supplier of old varieties of Yorkshire 

apples and pear trees in the development of a community orchard on the site. 

 at next Steering Group meeting on 21 May discuss with Groundwork rep at how 

we might influence which contractors are used to carry out the project works 

and the costs incurred. And to consider a contingency plan should insufficient 

funds be awarded to complete the whole project. 

 

3. Legal and Financial implications 

3.1 There are no legal or financial implications arising from this report 

4. Sustainability 

4.1 Current and planned works are compliant with Aalborg in the promotion of, and   

increase in, bio-diversity and caring for nature and green spaces. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Members are asked to note the contents of this report and approve the planned 

actions arising from it. 

 

 

 


