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Otley Town Council 
 

 

Meeting:  Community Development 
 
Date:   27th January 2014 
 
Venue:  Otley Core Resource Centre, Orchard Gate, Otley 
  
Committee  Cllr N Gill (Chair) 
Members Cllrs M Evans, N Francis, Dr P Spencer, C A Campbell, 
Present: K Cooney  
 
In Attendance: Dr J Knowles (Community Development Officer) 
   Mrs E Bradley (Admin Officer) 
 
   PC Phillips (Otley Police) 
 
Members of the public wishing to speak 

Mr Tony Walker from Chevin Olympic Park addressed the meeting. He said 

he was working with a group of sporting clubs in Otley to try and build an 

Olympic legacy.  He said there was a clear lack of sporting facilities in and 

around Otley.  Their aim was to build a multi-use sports facility.  They are 

well down the pre-planning route and are finalising a business case.  The 

group has spoken to various funders and are hoping to produce a feasibility 

study in April/May of this year.   

          
Apologies:  It was resolved to accept the following apologies: 

Cllrs A Kelly (substituted by Cllr N Gill), N Birch 
(substituted by Cllr K Cooney) 

 
Resolved: that the Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor N Gill 

take the Chair in the absence of the Chair and the 
Vice Chair 
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(Cllr Campbell joined the meeting at 7.27pm) 
 
 
203.  Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of interest, of any nature, were declared. 

 
 
204.  Approval of minutes  

Resolved: the minutes of the Community Development 

Committee meeting of 9th December 2013 were 

approved for accuracy and signed by the Chair 

 
205.  Police Matters  

PC Philips gave his report: 

 Crime is currently very low in Otley 

 There has been one burglary dwelling 

 There have been two thefts from cars 

 There have been two cases of criminal damage 

 There has been one theft of a motor vehicle 

 On the 12th December an Action Day was held on the Weston Estate 
and  over 100 residents attended 

 A number of households were offered crime prevention advice 

 One of the Local Pact priorities is addressing drug dealing: patrols 
were made at Wellcroft Park and there have been no further issues. 

 Bradford Road exceeding of speed limit continues to be monitored.  
This has been a problem due to the recent reduction of the speed 
limit from 40mph to 30mph.  PC Philips felt it may be useful to have 
the speed limit painted on the road. 

 
 

206.  Community Development Officer’s Report 

The Community Development Officer’s report is attached. 
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Councillor Spencer asked for clarification on the meeting with Sustrans. 

The Community Development Officer outlined the intention to undertake a 

public consultation so the document could be made public.  There would be 

a further meeting this week to decide the public consultation strategy.  The 

intention is to create a safe link to Burley-in-Wharfedale Railway Station 

and Menston Railway Station from Otley. 

Resolved:   that the report be noted 

   

207.  Otley Core Resource Centre 

The Community Development Officer’s report is attached. 

Resolved:   that the report be noted 

  

208.  Otley Community Council  

The Community Development Officer updated Members about the winding 

up of the Otley Community Council after 39 years.  Their remaining funds 

were to be split equally between: The Salvation Army;  Otley Carnival; Otley 

& District Talking Newspaper; Otley Scouts; seats on Otley Chevin and the 

Otley Food Bank. 

 

209.  Voice Your Choice 2014-15  

The Community Development Officer advised that the Voice Your Choice 

budget was £5k and this year would be used for Tour de France legacy 

projects.  The timescales proposed are as follows: to call for projects during 

March, with a deadline of 28th March 2014. The shortlist would be agreed 

at the next meeting of Committee on the 14th April.  The public ballot would 

take place in the first week of June.  The Community Development Officer 
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said that as this was a legacy project it did not have to be completed before 

the Tour took place.   

 

210.  Tour de France 

The Community Development Officer updated Members on progress with 
the communications for the event. 
 
He reported that there would be a big TV screen in the Market Place. There 
is the potential to use the screen for advertising i.e. local businesses, 
interviews etc.  
 
The Community Development Officer advised that Leeds City Council had  
designated Otley as a spectator hub.  Otley has been designated a Leeds 
City Council Officer to provide support for the delivery of the event.  
 
With regard to residents, the Community Development Officer advised that 
another article would be going in Otley Matters in March and the June 
edition would be a Tour de France special.  Leeds City Council would be 
sending a letter to all residents affected by road closures in early February.     

Resolved:  1. that the Community Development Officer 
draft press releases for information about the 
Tour de France in Otley 

 2. that a Tour de France badge be given to every 
primary schoolchild in Otley 

 3. that information packs be prepared for visitors 
to local campsites 

 4. that the Committee is in favour in principle of 
attracting sponsorship where possible 

 
    
 
 
            
      Chair …………………………………………… 


