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One visit to the vibrant 
market town of Otley and 
you’ll soon discover what 
makes it so special. 

Brimming with history 
and packed full of small 
independent shops, it’s been 
at the heart of the beautiful 
lower Wharfe Valley for many 
centuries.

Surrounded by spectacular 
countryside that provides 
amazing walking and cycling 
opportunities for visitors, 
Otley sits proudly on the 
banks of the river Wharfe 
and at the foot of the famous 
Otley Chevin.

But don’t worry if you prefer 
your entertainment a little 
more sedate. Because in 
addition to the town’s 
numerous annual events and 
festivals, there’s plenty of 
pubs, restaurants and cafes 
where good food and drink 
is always on the menu.
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Text copyright: Otley Town Council
All photographs used with permission
Design: Catapult Creative 
www.catapultfilms.co.uk
Maps copyright: Arka Cartographics Ltd
Printed by: Mad Publications Ltd
www.madpublications.co.uk

Whilst all reasonable efforts have been 
made, Otley Town Council cannot 
guarantee that the information is 
accurate and up-to-date and will not be 
responsible for any errors or omissions.
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Countryside, Walks & Cycling

The town of Otley lies in lower 
Wharfedale at a bridging point of 
the River Wharfe, surrounded by 
stunning countryside and fantastic 
views. 

Picturesque Wharfemeadows Park 
lies alongside the river, where a 
torrent of water rushes over the weir. 
It’s a great place for families, with 
a large children’s play area, skate 
park, tennis courts and outdoor gym. 

To the south, the Otley Chevin was 
the inspiration behind a number of 
Turner paintings and is worthy of 
attention for its stunning beauty and 
picturesque setting. Well worth the 
walk to its summit, the Chevin Forest 
Park provides breathtaking views of 
the surrounding area and is one of 
the must-see attractions of Otley.

Significant areas of interest also 
lie to both the east and west of the 
town. To the east, the Gallows Hill 
Nature Area is home to a variety of 
birds, insects and amphibian species 
and Knotford Nook is a noted 
birdwatching site. To the west, the 
former flooded gravel pits are now 
devoted to angling and sailing.

To the north, you’ll discover the 
Nidderdale Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty with its stunning 
moorland countryside, lush green 
meadows and beautiful river scenery. 
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Walking is a great way to 
experience the Wharfe Valley 
countryside and an excellent 
network of footpaths provides 
everything from a short stroll 
to a full day’s walk. 

The many wonderful marked 
trails, from the Chevin Forest 
Park to the Nidderdale Area 
of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, together with the 
riverside walks and the Six 
Dales Trail, means the active 
visitor really is spoilt for choice. 
In fact, the town hosts its 
own Walking Festival in June 
catering for all ages and 
abilities. See www.waw-otley.
org.uk for more details.

Not surprisingly, there are 
also many popular cycling 
routes to discover from Otley. 
Linked to several national 
cycling routes and visited by 
the Tour de France in 2014 
and host for the Tour de 
Yorkshire in 2016, the town 
is a popular destination for 
both road cyclists and 
mountain bikers. 
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History
Otley has a long and distinguished 
history dating back to at least 
Anglo-Saxon times. An historic 
market town, markets have been 
held here since the granting of a 
Royal Charter in 1222. Today, cattle 
markets are still held in the town, 
with traditional markets on Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday.

Much of the town centre is eighteenth 
and nineteenth century and is 
designated as a Conservation Area. 
What’s more, the Parish Church 
houses some of the best examples of 
Anglo-Danish crosses in the country. 

The world-famous cabinet maker, 
Thomas Chippendale, was born 
right here in Otley. His statue stands 
outside the old grammar school and 
examples of his work can be found 
in nearby Temple Newsam House 
and Nostell Priory.

The artist J.M.W Turner often stayed 
in nearby Farnley Hall and used the 
Otley Chevin as the backdrop for 
some of his most famous paintings. 
And the Wharfedale Press, which 
revolutionised nineteenth century 
printing, was invented and 
manufactured in Otley. 

The town is home to the country’s 
oldest agricultural show and has 
also been a popular location for 
TV and film crews down the years. 
Heartbeat, DCI Banks and A Touch 
of Frost have all used Otley for filming 
and in the ITV soap, Emmerdale, 
Otley doubles as the town of Hotten. 

The rich and varied heritage of Otley 
is commemorated by a number of 
plaques and guided walks around 
the town, celebrating people, tv 
locations, historical events, significant 
buildings and important industries.
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Events Why not combine your visit with one of the many events 
that take place in Otley?

May Day Celebration  
Venue: Maypole
Traditional May Day celebration to welcome in the Summer, with 
dancing around the Maypole.  
www.buttercrossbelles.webs.com

Otley Show
Venue: Otley Showground
One of the highlights in the town’s calendar. Thought to be the 
oldest one day show in the country and represents the first major 
agricultural show of the season. Exhibitors include traditional 
livestock and animal classes, showcasing the best of local 
produce, handicrafts and floral art. There are over 100 trade 
stands offering a wide range of produce and gifts to suit all. 
The Otley Show is an agricultural event for all the family - not 
to be missed!  www.otleyshow.org.uk 

Otley Carnival
Venue: Otley Showground
Held on the third Saturday of June each year, the Otley Carnival 
is a day-long celebration. Commencing with a parade of 
colourful floats, walking tableaux and various bands, it passes 
through the town centre to arrive at the Showground. Here the 
fun continues with bands, sideshows and funfair activities.
www.otley.co.uk/carnival

Otley Cycle Races
Venue: Otley Town Centre
Come and see the best of Britain’s racing cyclists take part in the 
Otley Town Centre Cycle races. Past participants have included 
Sir Bradley Wiggins, Mark Cavendish and Otley’s own world 
champion, Lizzie Armitstead. There are supporting races for 
local amateur riders and youth races.
www.otleycycleraces.co.uk 

Otley Food and Drink Festival
Venue: Otley Town Centre
The Otley Food and Drink Festival brings together an excellent 
food and drink offering. The festival programme boasts an 
impressive line-up of demonstrations and sampling sessions, a 
wide selection of stalls selling good quality, locally sourced 
produce, live music and entertainment for the whole family.
www.visitotley.co.uk/otley-food-and-drink-festival

May

June

July

Otley Walking Festival
Venue: Various
Get your boots on for this week long festival. Held at the end 
of June the Otley Walking Festival offers a choice of walks for 
all ages and abilities – short-town based walks, themed walks, 
waterside walks to strenuous moorland walks. So whatever your 
walking ability and interests there is something for everyone.
www.otleywalkingfestival.btck.co.uk 

Otley Folk Festival
Venue: Various
The Otley Folk Festival takes place over a weekend at various 
venues throughout the town. Attracting a wide range of well-
known folk artists. A camp site is available for those festival 
goers looking to stay for the duration of the event.
www.otleyfolkfestival.com

Otley Vintage Transport Extravaganza
Venue: Knotford Nook
Come and see over 500 motoring marvels ranging from 
classic and veteran cars to motorcycles, military vehicles, 
tractors and steam engines. This annual showcase also includes 
other attractions such as trade stands, live music, children’s 
amusements and a host of other family-friendly activities.  
www.ovte.co.uk

September
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Otley Sportive
Venue: Otley
With three routes on offer, there is a ride for anyone with a bike. 
Starting and ending in Otley, each route takes in the Wharfedale 
Valley, with longer rides taking in the Yorkshire Dales.
www.true-cycling.com 

Otley Beer Festival
Venue: Otley Rugby Club
The annual Otley Beer 
Festival is a popular event 
featuring beers, real ales, 
ciders and perries from 
across Yorkshire. There is 
food available and live 
music to entertain you as you 
sample the tipples on offer. 
www.otleybeerfestival.co.uk 

Otley Science Festival
Venue: Otley Courthouse
Where ideas go bang! A week-long festival offering a wide 
variety of events and activities that proves science is fun for all, 
featuring many fun-packed and hands-on activities.
www.otleysciencefestival.co.uk

Otley Victorian Fayre
Venue: Otley Town Centre
Embrace the Christmas spirit and come to Otley for what is 
always guaranteed to be a fantastic day out for all the family 
at the Victorian Fayre. With the towns shops open for trade and 
stalls aplenty catering for all tastes. Entertainment is provided 
throughout the day and there is a funfair for the children. It is 
an occasion not to be missed. Plus, don’t forget to dress in your 
Victorian costume!   www.victorianfayre.co.uk

Otley Christmas Tree Festival
Venue: Otley All Saint’s Parish Church
Over forty Christmas trees are lit up and decorated by local 
charities and community groups inside Otley Parish Church. 
Visitors are invited to come and view the colourful spectacle, 
accompanied on your walk around by carols and festive music. 
www.otleychristmastreefestival.co.uk

Otley Courthouse is an arts  
resource centre, providing a
daily programme of arts, 
music, theatre and film 
activities, that will appeal 

to all the family. For more details see 
www.otleycourthouse.org.uk

Otley has a traditional Street Market 
three times a week on Tuesday, Friday 
and Saturday. 

In addition, Otley also hosts a Farmer’s 
Market on the last Sunday of every 
month (in December
on the last Sunday 
before Christmas 
Day). With up to 50 
stalls, the market 

sells good quality 
fresh and organic 
produce, direct 
from the producer 
and sourced as 
locally as possible. For more information, 
visit www.yorkshirefarmersmarkets.co.uk 

Otley is a thriving shopping location, priding 
itself on its wide range of independent 
and specialist shops.These include award 
winning bakeries, butchers, confectioners 
and chocolatiers. For more information 
see www.visitotley.co.uk/shopping 

There are many other events that take 
place in Otley. For more information, 
please visit www.visitotley.co.uk 

Otley Christmas Lights Switch On
Venue: Otley Market Place
The festive season gets underway with the traditional switching 
on of the towns Christmas lights. A real community affair, this 
early evening event always attracts large crowds - with live 
music, street entertainment and children’s rides. Come along 
and join in the fun.   www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Otley 
Christmas 
Lights

November

December

Daily, weekly and monthly events

September
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Food, Drink & Accommodation

As you would expect of a 
popular tourist destination, 
Otley offers its visitors a wide 
range of refreshment 
opportunities to suit all tastes 
and ages. 

From wonderful cafes, tea 
rooms and restaurants, to 
award-winning public houses 
and fish and chip shops.

And if you’re looking to stay a 
while, you’ll also find a variety 
of affordable hotels and 
welcoming guest houses within 
a stone’s  throw of the town 
centre.

Further Information
For more information on Otley, please visit: www.visitotley.co.uk 

Otley Tourist Information Centre

The Tourist Information Centre is located 
in Otley Library. The fully accessible 
centre provides a range of services for 
visitors, with our friendly staff on hand 
to offer assistance and information 
about Otley, Wharfedale and the wider 
Yorkshire area. 

Nelson Street, Otley, LS21 1EZ
Tel: 01943 462485

Otley Core Resource Centre

The Core provides advice, support and 
information on a drop-in basis to any 
visitors. This fully accessible and 
dementia friendly building includes 
information on events and activities in 
Otley and houses a display by Otley 
Museum.

Unit 11, Orchard Gate, Otley, 
LS21 3NX
Tel: 01943 466335

Public Transport

By Bus
Regular bus services from Leeds, 
Bradford and Harrogate

By Rail
Ten minutes by bus from Menston 
railway station, with regular trains 
from Leeds, Bradford and Ilkley

Useful Travel Numbers
National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50
Metro  01132 457 676

Accessible and Dementia Friendly 
Public Conveniences

Fully accessible unisex toilets, separate 
male and female ambulant facilities, 
Baby Changing & Parent Room.

Orchard Gate Toilets, Otley, LS21 3NX

Taxis

Chevin Cars  01943 466735
Otley Private Hire  01943 613007
SJK Taxis  01943 464444
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