
Re-live the preparations, build-up and the race itself
as it passed through Otley. A short film produced by
Otley business Catapult Films and a picture gallery
captured by Otley Camera Club is now available. 
The film is available on DVD from Otley Core Resource
Centre priced £5.00. This DVD will make a great
Christmas stocking filler and provides a lasting
memory of this historic event. Alternatively it can be
download free at https://vimeo.com/109698182. 

Also available from the Otley Core Resource Centre
are very limited stock of the ‘Otley the Road to
Paris’ T-shirts – priced £10 for adults and £8 for
children – a great gift for Christmas!

The Day Le Tour
came to Otley

Otley Library

www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Do you have difficulty reading 'The Wharfedale & Aireborough
Observer' because of poor vision? At Otley & District Talking
Newspaper we can help.

Members of this charity read the Wharfedale every week for our
listeners. We send out the Talking Newspaper on a memory stick
each Friday, listeners should receive it on Saturday morning.

When they have listened to the paper they return the memory
stick and we reuse it to produce the talking newspaper the
following week.

We also produce a bi monthly magazine and 'Otley Matters' which
is read by local councillors. The service is free and can be listened
to on a simple memory stick player, which we can also supply.

If you would like to be a listener or if you would like more
information, contact Chair Mandy Thompson on 07753
237756 or secretary John Barker on 01943 461401.

Otley & District
Talking Newspaper

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY SERVICE
SUPPORT 2014/15

Otley Library is at the heart of the community and has
something for everyone, from an exciting range of books
to suit all interests to free computer access and events.
This stylish award-winning building is situated in the
town centre on Nelson Street and also incorporates the
Tourist Information Centre with its selection of Yorkshire-
themed gifts.  It’s free to join and you can use your card
in any of the 36 libraries in Leeds - just drop in today and
become a member.

The library has all the latest titles and authors, with genres
from the contemporary to the classics, and in a selection of
formats including Large Print and Talking Books.  If you enjoy
reading and meeting new people come along to our Readers’
Group on the first Thursday of each month at 5.50-6.50pm
and talk about books in a friendly, informal setting.  We also
stock a wide variety of non-fiction, from biographies and
cookbooks to travel guides and computer handbooks. 

Want to get some ideas on what to read next?  Check out the
reviews on our Leeds Reads blog at leedsreads.net, or explore
our heritage blog secretlibraryleeds.net and discover some
of the highlights of Leeds Libraries’ special collections and
other rare items.

Our children’s library is a dedicated space to develop a
love of books at a young age that will lead to a lifetime
of fun and discovery.  With books suitable from birth on-
wards, this is a place to share stories, get inspired and
enjoy the magic of reading.

Otley Town Council Leader John Eveleigh states: 
“It’s great to have such a brilliant facility on our doorstep.
Otley Library is one of the busiest in the area – the friendly
staff and range of services offered make for a great
atmosphere. Also, the Tourist Information Centre provides
an important service for visitors to the town – and with
this year’s Tour de France it has never been busier.”

We have free computer use and internet access and for
those who are new to computers we offer free learning
sessions where the Librarian will show you the basics.
Researching your family tree, learning how to drive, or
needing information about the latest gadgets?  Access a
world of information free through your library membership
and our online resources like Ancestry, Theory Test Pro,
Which? and many more.

Councillor Lucinda Yeadon, Leeds City Council’s executive
member for digital and creative technologies, culture
and skills said:
“We are always looking at ways to improve the services
and events that are on offer at all of our libraries, and I am
delighted to say that there really is something for everyone
at Otley Library. Not only do we have a wide range of
books catering for all genres and interests, also available
are a Readers’ Group, a dedicated children’s library, and
the chance to brush up or learn new skills through free
computer learning sessions.”

Leeds Libraries members can download a choice of over
3000 free eBook and eAudio titles to computers, compatible
eReaders and audio devices using their library card. It’s
easy to use with lots of choice and available 24/7. You can
now also download our free app to find a title, reserve,
borrow or renew it, straight from your mobile.  It also offers
regularly updated service information from events to
opening hours to directions.

We are delighted to be working in collaboration with
local artist David Veron, whose new painting Wednesday
Night at the Bono Gallery was unveiled last month at a
launch event to celebrate the vibrant arts community in
Otley.  The painting is a group portrait of artists, writers and
musicians who live or work in the area, and was produced
in an open studio where passers-by could observe or

contribute. It is on show
in the library in connection
with Wednesday Nights
at Otley Library, an excit-
ing new programme of
art talks and workshops running
over the coming months.  David will also be working with
local schools, who will visit the library for some of these
workshops.

The first Wednesday Night will be David himself on
December 10th, talking about portraits through history.
Further talks and workshops by others featured in the
painting will take place in 2015 on January 7th, 28th, and
February 18th.  All talks are free and will begin at 7pm.  

Details are available in Otley Library or you can follow us
on Twitter @leedslibraries or like us on Facebook 
leedslibraries.

Otley Library: 01943 466572   www.leeds.gov.uk/libraries



An Otley based charity – Otley Courthouse
has been named as one of the recipients of a
prestigious, county wide community initiative
award. 
The Duke of York’s Community Initiative is
presented annually to a small number of York-
shire based organisations that are deemed “of
real value to the community, well run and an
inspiration to others.”
Otley Courthouse was founded in 2004 to be a
place where people of all ages and abilities can
try things out, see a film, catch an exhibition,
watch a show, listen to good music, enjoy a
performance by artists of local, national and
international renown, and get access to advice
and support- Otley CAB are just across the
courtyard. It’s somewhere which acts as a
springboard for local people who want to
change direction, start a new career, set up a
small creative business, establish an arts event,
have fun and discover more about their talents
- or simply try volunteering.

Local groups come to rehearse, hold meetings
and events and take the opportunity to work
together in new ways. Local artists occupy the
workspaces. Volunteers aged from 15-80 plus
support our staff team by running reception,
selling tickets, dealing with IT, distributing publicity,
serving in the cafe and stewarding events.
Recently the Initiative, which was founded by
His Royal Highness The Duke of York in 1998,
held its annual awards ceremony at the Magna
Science Adventure Centre, Rotherham during
which His Royal Highness personally presented
recipients of the 2014 awards with their citations.
The picture shows Hazel Costello from the Courthouse
receiving the award from HRH The Duke of York.

Members of Otley patchwork and quilting classes
have come together to create a stunning heart-
themed quilt to raise money for three cancer
charities.

Over 20 members of the Patchwork and Quilting
evening classes run as part of the Community Ed-
ucation Programme at Prince Henry’s Grammar
School in Otley contributed sections to the charity
quilt, which was raffled. 

The quilt was inspired by an article the members
saw about a similar project by Worcestershire
quilters, who made three quilts for the Worces-
tershire Breast Cancer Unit Campaign, and by a
charity bike ride involving a friend of two of the
members Jo Simpson and Sue Missin.  Their
friend Susan Preston from Bramhope took part in
the 450km Action for Charity Women V Cancer
bike ride in China in September, raising money
for Breast Cancer Care, Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust
and Ovarian Cancer Action. 

Jo Simpson says, “We have all been affected by
cancer and we wanted to do something to help
and thought that a pink heart-themed quilt was
a good way to do this. Everyone has joined and
supported the effort of getting material and mak-
ing individual blocks to make up the larger design.
It really is a stunning piece.”

A Royal
Thank You

UPCOMING EVENTS

In October, 17 St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
school pupils took part in the first ever Brownlee
Triathlon for Leeds Schools at The John Charles
Centre. The children were amongst 1,200 Leeds
children who took part in swimming 30m,
cycling 1km and running 500m.  The children

were excited to be taking part, practising their
'transition' between events in school the week
before and it paid off on the day!  They had a
fabulous time and it was a great experience for
the pupils of our school.

The First Brownlee Triathlon
for Leeds Schools

PATCHWORK & QUILTING

Bridge Church
December might not be the shortest month in the
calendar but it certainly slips away the quickest!
After getting breaths back after a wonderful
Harvest Festival when a vast array of gifts were
donated to be shared between the Otley Food
Bank, Caring for Life and St. Georges Crypt we
are looking forward to all the events which lead
up to Christmas.

Our annual Gift and Parade Service takes place
on December 14th at 10.30am, our "Carols by

Candlelight" service with mulled wine and mince
pies is on December 21st at 6pm, our Crib service
is at 4pm on Christmas Eve and the joint service
with our Methodist friends (and others) at 10am
on Christmas Day. Quite a programme!

We are still soldiering on without a new Minister
but live in hope. A very happy Christmas and
peaceful New Year to everyone. You are more
than welcome to join us.

ANDREW COOK OF OTLEY
Andrew Cook, aged 20, a former pupil of Mrs Carol Newbould,
commenced Ballet and Tap at Newall School of Dance aged 14. 

His talent was instantly recognised by Mrs Newbould who encour-
aged him to audition for full time ballet training. Andrew chose Ballet
West in Scotland and he represented them in the Genee Award
contested by students worldwide.

On completion of a 3 year course and receiving a Degree he faced
the difficult task of finding a position in a Ballet Company, but within
2 months he was offered a contract with the UK based Vienna Ballet
who tour the UK. Andrew recently performed at York in the Ballet –
The Nutcracker.

Other former pupils Olivia Frazer, Lewis Turner, Verity Burns and
Jeremy Davidson have also danced in the Nutcracker.

December
1 Otley Christmas Lights Switch-on
6 Otley Choral Society perform Messiah
6 Otley and Ilkley Christmas Fayre
7 Otley Victorian Fayre
10-13 Otley Christmas Tree Festival
13 Otley Brass Band Christmas Concert
17 Otley Community Christmas Fayre
21 Otley Farmers Market
21 Otley Designer Craft Fair 
January
25 Otley Farmers Market
25 Otley Designer Craft Fair
25 Chippendale Indoor Market
February
22 Otley Farmers Market
22 Otley Designer Craft Fair
22 Chippendale Indoor Market

* Otley Market Days held every Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.

Otley Parish Scouts and Guides are preparing for a
bigger and better annual Christmas post service.

The Otley Parish Church Scouts and Guides Parents’
Association is running its Christmas card delivery
service for Otley again for the twenty seventh year.
Last year they delivered over 10,000 cards. They are
hoping to exceed that number this year. Income
from this service helps to keep the HQ on Burras
Lane running and covers the running cost for a year.

Stamps are priced at a budget 25 pence per card.
Stamps go on sale on the 22th November and post
collection and deliveries start from the 29th November

The service will operate from Saturday 29th
November until NOON on Saturday 20th December.

More shops and local businesses are supporting
this service and new outlets will be announced soon.

Please remember that the service is for the town
of Otley itself only - no cards for Clifton, Askwith,
Pool, Menston etc. Please be sure not to post cards

with Scout/Guide stamps in the GPO post boxes.

Please look out for further details on outlets and
the last day for posting in the local press and
posters towards the end of November.

Some of the many participating outlets this
year will include: 

• LLOYDS CHEMISTS, Kirkgate; 
• PATELS (Weston General Stores), 
Weston Drive; 

• HELP THE AGED, Boroughgate; 
• LONDIS, Weston Lane; 
• PETWISE, Orchardgate; 
• OTLEY CORE, Orchardgate;
• THE GILLS NEWS, The Gills; 
• DODGSHONS, Manor Square; 
• WRENBECK STORES, Wrenbeck Drive; 
• COTTAGE STORES, Newall Carr Road; 
• BENNETT COURT, Weston Drive; 
• WESTBOURNE CONVENIENCE STORES, 
Bradford Road.

Christmas 
Post Service 
FOR OTLEY
More Outlets, 

New Stamp Design

The Camera Club has had a full and successful
three months. One high spot was when Colin
Harding, the National Media Museum Curator,
gave his talk on Photographic Treasures. The
Tour de France inspired hundreds of images of
happenings on the day which have been used

in videos and archives. Our programme continues
with competitions and presentations as well
as workshops on photographic techniques. A
notable evening is, ‘Bird life photography’, with
live birds, presented by Howard Toll. Entries for
the Natural History competition must be entered
by January 15th.

If you are interested in photography, at what-
ever level, feel free to visit our club and decide
if you would like to join us. Full membership
is £50 per annum. There is a weekly meeting
every Thursday from September to May at
Otley Town Partnership Rooms on Mercury
Row starting at 7.15pm. During the summer
months there are photographic outings, also
on Thursdays. 

To see full details of the programme visit
www.otleycameraclub.co.uk

Otley Camera Club



New Musical Director for
The Chippendale Singers

It’s Christmas so celebrate
in style at Otley Courthouse

Be part of Otley NEW Fundraising
Group for Marie Curie Cancer Care

Otley’s Chamber Choir, The
Chippendale Singers, wel-
comed Alexander Woodrow
as its new Musical Director
from September. Alex was
appointed following the
relocation of Chris Denton,
the previous MD, to Staveley
in North Yorkshire. 

Alex is the Director of Music at Bradford Cathedral and, appointed
at the age of 25, to date remains the youngest Cathedral Organist
working within an Anglican Foundation. He also conducts the
Chamber and Senior Choirs at Bradford Grammar School. With the
Cathedral Choir at Bradford he has toured, recorded and broadcast
for BBC radio and television as an organist and conductor.

Having read music as Organ Scholar at Magdalene College, Cambridge,
Alex continued his postgraduate studies with organ scholarships
at Guildford and St. Albans Cathedrals before being appointed
to Hexham Abbey as Assistant Organist in September 2009. Here
he founded a semi-professional consort choir, Suspirans and was
Musical Director of the Capella Novocastriensis in Newcastle. 

Alex, who became a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists at
the age of 19, winning first prizes in all Categories has spoken of
his new appointment:  ''I am delighted to be taking on the direction
of this friendly and dedicated chamber choir, which has established
a firm local reputation over the last 24 years. West Yorkshire is
known for the rich variety of its music making, and I am keen that
The Chippendale Singers continues to play its part within the
musical fabric of the area, building upon the good foundations
already laid.''

Having appointed such a high profile Musical Director choir members
are clearly looking forward to working with Alex. Programme
planning is already underway for Christmas and for concerts to
be held in the spring and summer of 2015.

Recent choir concerts include a programme of the Choir’s
favourite songs at St. Mary’s Church in Burley where £573 was
donated to support the work of the Yorkshire Cancer Centre and
a programme of songs written around the time of World War
One for the Otley Branch of The British Legion.

It is not intended that the choir should grow too much beyond
its present size but there are vacancies from time to time and
anyone interested in joining should contact Alexander Woodrow
at md@chippendalesingers.co.uk. More information about the
choir can be found at www.chippendalesingers.co.uk

Marie Curie Cancer Care is looking for volunteers to join its
new Fundraising Group in the Otley area. The group will
meet every 4-6 weeks to look after fundraising activities in
the local area to raise money for local cancer care.

Hannah Saxon, local Community Fundraiser for the charity said
“Being in one of our friendly fundraising groups is great fun
and you’ll be helping to raise even more money for the local
Marie Curie Nursing Service. It’s a flexible way to volunteer but
it makes a huge difference in the local community. We would
love to hear from anyone who is interested in getting involved
and showing their support for the local Marie Curie Nurses”.

So if you live in postcode area of LS21 and would like more
information about the group please
contact Hannah on 01274 386190 or
email hannah.saxon@mariecurie.org.uk

Otley Christmas tree Festival twinkles again

Our plans have now been finalised for the Christmas Concert.
Once again Otley Methodist Church and Otley Brass Band are
teaming up to give the population of Aireborough, Wharfedale
and North Leeds another spectacular Christmas Concert.

This will take place on Saturday 13th December at 7.30 pm in the
Wesley Hall at Otley Methodist Church. The Concert will be led by
Wharfe Brass, the feeder band for Otley Brass Band and will also
feature “Stepping Stones” the youth band of Otley Brass Band
and the Otley singing group “Sally’s Army”.

Otley Brass Band, founded in 1973, is proud to be at the heart of
the local community. They perform a regular series of concerts
throughout the year ranging from summer afternoon music in the
region's parks to evening concerts. The members of the band have
a wide age-range from young people who have just left school
where they learned their music, to experienced performers of
many years’ standing. 

Wharfe Brass, who are leading this year’s concert, grew out of
the main band in 2009. “Wharfe Brass” – named after the river
flowing through Otley, was formed with nine members and older
instruments from the band. A small Lottery Grant was obtained

to support the new venture and four years on, over fifty players
with ages ranging from 8 to “a little over retirement age” rehearse
once a week under the leadership of Gordon Eddison (who is also
the teacher of brass in most of the local schools). Wharfe Brass
now performs as a band in its own right and has won classes in
the Rothwell and Wharfedale Music Festivals as well as sharing
concerts with Otley Band.

Tickets are now available priced £8 for adults, £6 for concessions
and £4 for children. These are available from Gillian and Michael
Fawcett, 01943 468289 or Dorothy Rawling 01943 462564 or by
post from Gillian & Michael at 4 Cambridge Drive, Otley, West
Yorkshire, LS21 1DD or email gillian.fawcett66@googlemail.com.
Please make cheques payable to “Otley Methodist Church” and
enclose a SAE for return of the tickets.

Previous concerts have sold out well in advance so you are recom-
mended to get your tickets early.

Friday 12th December at 8pm, we have Belshazzar’s Feast
Christmas Show.  Paul Sartin (of Bellowhead & Faustus) and
friends will be giving us a Christmas themed show with traditional
folk music.  Tickets are £12/10 in advance or £13/11 on the door.

Saturday 20th December at 7.30pm “Blast from the Past” pres-
ents “A Victorian Christmas”.  This is a tale of the court of King
Arthur which gets you feeling festive!  Expect an evening of
music, & stories from the time of Dickens and Hardy.  Tickets are
£9/7 in advance or £10/8 on the door.

For families we have our Movie and Christmas party on Saturday
20th December.  We are showing the sing-along version of
“Frozen”, followed by a disco with a special guest!  Tickets are
£4/2 for the film or £8 per child for the film & party.

Tickets can be booked in person at the Courthouse, by calling
the box office on 01943 467466 or 
online at www.otleycourthouse.org.uk. 

Otley Chamber of Trade is again ready to light up All Saints Parish
Church in what has quickly become the much anticipated Otley
Christmas Tree Festival.  

The display will see forty trees installed inside the Kirkgate church
building and a selection of local charities and community groups
invited to decorate a tree each. The doors to the twinkling array
are then open to the public from 10am until around 6pm from
Wednesday 10th to Saturday 13th December. Although free to
enter visitors might like to drop a few coins in the bucket of the
ones they like best.

Festival organizer and former Chamber President, Tim Wilkinson said,
“The first three years of the event have really caught the imagination
with around 3,000 people attending last year.

Our unsung community groups and charities have really felt the
squeeze in recent years with fewer people finding anything spare
to give to good causes but hopefully the delight the festival provides
is worth a few coins from anyone’s pocket, raising money for charity
and supporting one of our lovely and historic buildings.

A good few of our visitors have been from further afield than Yorkshire
although most of last year’s visitors were lifelong locals some of
whom commented that they had never been inside the church but
were now glad they had as it was the perfect setting and the calm
atmosphere of carols and festive music really made their Christmas.

Thanks must also go to the local businesses that have pulled together
and contributed materials to help make this uplifting event happen,
especially Stephen H Smith garden centre for supplying trees and
Print Crew that contributes thousands of leaflets and posters.”

For more information please contact Helen and Tim Wilkinson,
Dowgill House, Otley 01943 850836.

Success for Otley Juniors Coaching

Why not learn a new skill and learn
how to make beautiful original works
of art for your home and garden?

I run courses in Otley for beginners
and for experienced mosaic-ers. You
can come as an individual, or I take
bookings for groups, at a time to suit
you. Full or half day courses available.

Regular Friday morning courses during
term time, 10 – 12.30. Come along for
a coffee and a chat and make some-
thing beautiful at the same time! 

Mosaic-ing parties are an ideal birthday
treat for creative kids! And adults!

Christmas and other occasion gift
vouchers are available. I also make
community mosaics, in schools and
with community groups and undertake
private commissions.

Please contact me or see the website 
for up to date details of courses available.

Frances Taylor  07984 424897     
frances@bighooha.co.uk    
www.bighooha.co.uk

Junior Badminton coaching in Otley is
an established programme, run by
Otley Badminton Club, affiliated to
Badminton England. In the past two
years, juniors, aged between 15 and
17 have progressed to club level and
now hold regular places in local teams
playing in the region’s club badminton
leagues, competing equally with the
adult membership.

The junior sessions have been taught

for the last four years by the club’s official
coach, James Dalby. Coaching for juniors
is available at the Club’s Saturday morn-
ing sessions at Prince Henry’s Grammar
School in the schools four court sports’
hall and places are available this term
for juniors of all abilities aged 9 to 16.

For further information about junior
coaching and to attend this year’s
sessions contact: 
info@otleybadmintonclub.co.uk

Mosaic Courses

Sunday 7th December 2013    
12 noon – 6pm

Come and join in the fun of the 
Victorian Fayre.

Rummage through your wardrobes & 
invent a Victorian costume.

Buy some beautiful Christmas presents 
from the stalls and shops.

Enjoy local schools and adult choirs 
singing Christmas Carols.

Watch the many and varied street 
entertainers.

In addition, Otley Courthouse will be 
organising a fantastic lantern parade. 
All the usual attractions and it’s free !

The whole day will be a magical 
experience for adults and children so 

don’t miss it!

OTLEY 
VICTORIAN

FAYRE

Otley has become a hub for Dru Yoga in Yorkshire. Thanks to Mona Fairholme
who helped to bring the Dru Yoga teacher training course to Leeds. Since 2006
over 120 students from all over the north of England have trained as Dru Yoga
teachers in Leeds. There are now nearly 30 Dru Yoga classes in this area. There
will be one near you at a time that suits you.

Dru yoga is a very gentle yet powerful form of yoga, accessible to everyone. You will
stretch your body, calm your thoughts, refresh your mind and breathe more easily.

If you want to experience Dru yoga, Dru meditation, join a class, come to a workshop
or find out more about teacher training please  contact  Mona on 01943 467189 or
leeds@druworldwide for more details.

Dru yOGa

Otley’s Christmas Concert
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Otley Action for Older People
working in partnership 

with AGEUK
Supporting older people on their return
home from Accident and Emergency

If you're worried about how to lose any extra
pounds you might put on over Christmas then
Otley Athletic Club's Absolute Beginners group
is inviting you to join their free running classes.

The group is designed for anybody wanting to
start running, with the emphasis very much on
enjoyment and trying out a new interest.

It's led by a qualified Leader in Running Fitness
and anyone wanting to give jogging and running
a go is welcome, including accompanied children
over the age of 11.

Each session lasts about half an hour and
there are plenty of seasoned runners on hand
to offer advice on anything from trainers to
nutrition.

Absolute Beginners meet weekly at Otley
Cricket Club, next to Otley RUFC, Cross Green. 

For further details email: 
start@otleyac.org.uk or go to 
www.facebook.com/AbsoluteBeginnersOtley

Otley 
Athletics Club

The search is on once again to find the Otley
business that has offered the best customer
service during 2014. 

The Otley Chamber of Trade Good Service
Award is in full swing and we have been asking
the public to nominate examples of excellent
service in Otley. Chamber Vice President Tom
Hatley said “This year’s competition is sure to
be the best yet with the town still on a massive
high from the Otley Show, TDF, Food Festival
and many other wonderful events which
have helped to boost trade and bring new
customers and clients into Otley. No doubt
many first time buyers from 2014 will quickly
become regular visitors to Otley’s superb busi-
nesses during 2015 and for many more years to
come. The Good Service Award is a fantasticway
for businesses to demonstrate how they go the
extra mile and we are looking forward to re-
ceiving those all-important nomination forms”.

The nomination period for businesses ends on
31st December 2014 and then our mystery
shoppers will be quick out the blocks to assess
each organisation before a final decision is made
on the winner in early 2015. The winning business
will receive the Good Service Award Shield en-
graved with their name and there will also be a
£25 prize for the best customer nomination
form. Nomination forms for individual busi-
nesses are currently being dispatched with the
Otley Economic Bulletin, if you are a business
in the town and haven’t received yours then
please contact admin@otleychamber.co.uk.

Otley Chamber
of Trade Good
Service Award

The Woolpack Music Studios on Bondgate and its resident arts company The Big Hoo-Ha Co continue
to offer a variety of music and other activities for young people and all ages of the local community.
Just some of the things on offer are:
Monday evenings - Otley Ukulele Orchestra - open to all from beginners to more experienced;
Tuesday evenings (fortnightly) - Knit and Natter- exchange knitting ideas over tea and biscuits;
Wednesday mornings - Woolpack Music Social Club for all ages over 18 to make music together
whether singing or learning ukulele or guitar;
Thursday evenings - Otley A Cappella Choir - for anyone who loves singing great songs;
Thursday after school - Music Club for Years 5 and 6;
Saturday mornings - Music sessions for young people aged 10 to 16- ukulele rock and pop band,
pop choir and rock band sessions.
The studios are also available for studio recording (we have a fully equipped recording studio including
sound proof rooms), birthday recording parties and band rehearsal space.
We continue to supplement these activities and welcome any enquiries about these or any other music
or arts interests. Please contact richard@bighooha.co.uk or call 07956 205151

COMING UP AT THE WOOLPACK MUSIC & ARTS STUDIOS!

Otley Children Centre
The Children Centre is now fully settled into its new
location at Cross Green Community Centre and
now offering a variety of courses for parents. The
Cardigan Centre delivers courses from the Centre
and parents can sign up for a Cookery Course
starting from January. Parenting courses are delivered
from the centre and we have lots of learning and
laughter with a few freebies too. First Aid Courses
are on a rolling programme delivered throughout
the year. Parents can call into the centre or phone
to get more information or sign up for a course.
We also have a Volunteer scheme where parents
can choose to volunteer for as little or as much as
they choose.

Christmas Fayre
There will be an Otley Community Christmas Fayre
at the centre on Wednesday 17th December 1-3pm.

This will be for all the community with cake stalls,
tombola, bric a brac and activities for children with
arts and crafts, face painting, music bugs and much
more. There will also be Santa in his grotto with
presents for the children.

Admission to hospital can be a worrying process
but if you are an older person with little support,
going home might be a concern too. Some
older people may come into A+E and without
support may end up being admitted. We can
help prevent that, and equally, ensure the older
person has support at home to help them settle in.

Volunteers: Can you help to ensure older people
are kept safe and well?  We need volunteers to
ensure homes are warm, safe and the patient
feels reassured. Otley Action is working with
AGEUK to support older people locally. If this
is something that you might be interested in
getting involved with please contact:
01943 463965 for further details

THE WHARTON’S

SPONSORED BY OTLEY
TOWN COUNCIL 2014/15

Otley and Ilkley Choral Societies, under the
baton of their Musical Director Alan Horsey, will
be performing Handel’s Messiah in Otley Parish
Church on Saturday 6th December at 7.30pm.  

They will be joined by four young soloists from
the Royal Northern College of Music and ac-
companied by the Yorkshire Chamber Ensemble
led by Sally Robinson. 

This work is always enjoyed by choirs and au-
dience alike and provides a fitting start to the
Christmas season. 

Tickets, price £12, are available from choir
members, Browns Gallery, from 01943 601723
and on the door if space permits.  

Accompanied under-18s will be admitted free
of charge.

Otley Choral 
Society performs

Messiah

Otley Lions were very active over the summer.
They had their usual presence at the Otley
Show, Carnival and the Bramhope Show.
They contributed to the Lions’ Disabled
Sports Day at Doncaster and facilitated a
day-trip to York for disabled German guests.
For the Belarus children from the blighted
Chernobyl area they organised a visit to the
Yorkshire Wildlife Park near Doncaster. 

Their bookshop in Mercury Row continues to
be a useful deposit site for the “Tools for
Africa” project and is now also receiving
“Shoes for Gambia”.

Over Christmas the Lions’ loyal friend Santa
Claus will appear on his sleigh for collections
around Otley and at the local supermarkets,
as well as in his famous grotto at Stephen
Smith’s Garden Centre. 

An exciting new venture is their inaugural
Charity Auction held at the Rugby Club, with
all proceeds being donated to the Yorkshire
Air Ambulance. 

OTLEY
LIONS

Business Doing Good is the new Employer
Supported Volunteering (ESV) programme at
Voluntary Action Leeds (VAL).  ESV is when
employers offer their employees paid time off
to volunteer in their local community. It’s a great
way of fulfilling corporate social responsibility
policy and building a reputation as a responsible
business. In return, employees gain both personal
and professional development, while third sector
organisations benefit from their time, skills and
expertise.

Business Doing Good offers organisations a
comprehensive, customised ESV service that
includes 'Give and Gain' days, matching vol-
unteers’ interests and skills with the needs of
local charities and community organisations.
ESV volunteers tend to really enjoy their experi-
ence and find it rewarding to learn more about
the work of the Third Sector and many continue
to volunteer with their host organisation on
their own time. 

For more information on how your company
or organization can get involved, please contact
esv@val.org.uk

Give & Gain
Through 

Volunteering

Happy Potters &
the Golden Award

Hedgewig warmed her toes on the chimney
pot above Courtyard Planters. Incredible to
think it was a whole year since she’d heard
Otley in Bloom’s plans for yellow bicycles with
baskets full of golden flowers for the Tour de
France. Even in dry July, the planters and
flowerbeds of Otley had looked stunning. The
judges of Yorkshire in Bloom had not only
given Otley a Gold Award, but added Best in
Category.  And now Hedgewig knew Otley in
Bloom had further plans, with talk of ‘the
Otley Phlox’. What exactly did that mean?
Doubtless she’d find out in the spring. And
their decorated Christmas tree in All Saints
Parish Church celebrated a golden year. How
wonderful to live in this well-loved place!

To find out more about Otley in Bloom please
visit us on Facebook or our website: 
www.otleyinbloom.co.uk

Otley Skate Park users came together this
summer to promote safety in the Otley Skate
Park Community with the team from Sk8 Safe.
The Ambassadors Initiative involved West Yorkshire
Police, Leeds City Council and Otley Town Council
bringing together this pioneering new programme
which empowers young leaders in the local
community.  The Sk8 Safe Programme, designed
specifically for Community Skate Park’s aims
to create key contacts at the Park who are
approachable to all. Through their understanding
of the challenges faced within the wheeled
community ambassadors are equipped to ac-
tively engage all users of the skate park and pass
on their knowledge of park etiquette which instils
consideration and compassion.
Inspector Coldwell, of the Otley-based Outer
North West Neighbourhood Policing Team, said,
“This has been a really cool event, loads of young
people from five year olds to young adults turned
up and had a really fun afternoon, including
myself! My thanks go to Sk8 Safe for organising
this and all those who have contributed to this
worthwhile project for young people in our area.”

Sarah Agar-Brennan from Sk8 Safe commented
“The young people that we actively engaged
were so encouraging. They are all experienced in
their chosen sport and use the park daily so are
keen to be involved so much so they organised
with our help their own Skate Jam.” 
This was the first Skate Jam to take place in many
years on Otley Skate Park attracting riders from
all over Leeds and it is hoped this will become an
annual event. Music was provided by Vibration
Hi-Fi whilst riders showed off their varied talents.
Special thanks go to Welcome Skate Store, Deck-
heads Scooters, Notion BMX, Camp WeSC UK
for prize support and Leeds Area Committee
Youth Activities Fund for funding the project.

Otley Skate Park
Initiative!

Despite the howling wind, children at The Whartons
Primary school braved the elements recently to have
an amazing day of den building. The children worked
incredibly as small teams of mixed age groups to
create a Whartons Village of 30 ‘buildings’. The
morning consisted of designing and solving the
problem of constructing a strong, durable den,
which were then covered with sheets and camouflage
netting. The afternoon involved designing flags for
different buildings in the village, such as the Post
Office. The outdoor learning was so beneficial for
the children; they developed collaborative team work
skills, problem solved together, learnt about
the importance of good communication, listening to
each other and helping the younger children ensuring
they played a vital role in the team too. The staff
were all proud of the determination, commitment
and demeanour of the children and the experience
has been a springboard to follow up class work includ-
ing amazing writing, maths, PSHE and geography!

Photograph by Nate James



The Wharfedale Speakers

Sainsbury’s support Otley
Lions as charity of the year

The positive attitudes rub off as we all look
forward to enhancing our communication talents
and gaining more confidence for use in the
business and pleasure of everyday life.

That is exactly what happens at the friendly
fortnightly meetings of Wharfedale Speakers.

Individuals of all abilities gather in Otley's Cross
Green Community Centre twice a month to
practise and improve in a supportive atmosphere.

Everybody gains.  Everybody welcome.   Give it
a try - for free ! Ring Chris on 07941785340 for
more details.

Last May, the sun shone throughout the 205th Otley Show!  Visitors came from far and
wide and were treated to a fantastic day out, with many attractions, including the
opportunity to sail on the lake adjacent to the showfield. 
Otley Show continues to attract 4,000 entries.
Show Secretary, Janet Raw is now organising
schedules, judges and sponsors for 2015.
If anyone is interested in sponsoring or advertis-
ing in the Programme, please contact Janet
at janet.raw@otleyshow.org.uk

If you are wondering what to get someone
for a different Christmas Present then why
not treat them to our annual membership
for £23.00.  This comes with 3 Adult Tickets
and 1 Adult ticket can admit 2 children so
the membership can be used for a family,
plus car parking and badges for the Mem-
bers Marquee with exclusive facilities.  

For more information, please visit our website: www.otleyshow.org.uk

Following a major revamp, the
new Visit Otley website has
now been launched.

The website is organised and
managed by Otley Town Part-
nership and funded by Otley
Business Improvement District
as part of their remit to promote
Otley and its businesses.

The website provides all the in-
formation that visitors to Otley
may need, along with news and
information for Otley residents.
It covers everything from Otley’s
many and varied annual events,
to outdoor activities and
‘What’s on’ in town.

There are listings for over 60 arts,
sports and community organisations and a comprehensive list of all the pubs, cafes and restaurants. 

It also highlights the many things that Otley has to offer including the many TV and film locations
that it has been used for over the years. These continue to attract lots of visitors and coach parties
and help boost Otley’s economy.

To see this exciting new website, visit:  www.visitotley.co.uk

Swim your way to fitness with the new
challenge from 'BRITISH GAS SWIMFIT'.
Whether to become more toned, lose
weight, gain fitness or improve your
stroke, you can join a SWIMFIT ACTIVATE +
session delivered by a qualified instructor.
Sessions in Otley are 8.00pm - 9.00pm on
Thursday or 12.00-1.00pm on Sunday. Or,
you can pick up a session card and swim
during general lane swimming sessions.
There are 30 Swimfit Activate session cards
ranging from 10 lengths to 120 lengths.
Go to www.swimfit.com to sign up!

Otley Swimming Club recently raised £715.00 for Marie Curie Cancer Care. Children and coaches
all swam a mile for Marie Curie at the end of the Swimming club year.

Visit Otley website

OTLEY SHOW • SATURDAY • 16TH MAY 2015

Practically Green 
Practically Green (aka Otley's Eco-Group) is growing. Come
and join in with growing and preserving your own food, fruit
tree grafting, tree planting, apple juice making, and wine from
your garden, solar PV DIY, energy saving… Interested in doing
any of the above? Care for the environment? So do we.
New members always welcome.

Come and see us at our stall at the Victorian Fayre on December 7th.

For more information contact: 07553953208  
or email: godfreyrob@yahoo.com

The new partnership between Sainsbury’s and Otley Lions will allow
the Lions to increase their help for people in the local community.
Barbara Taylor president of Otley Lions said "Otley Lions are very grateful
to Sainsbury’s for their commitment, working together will enable us
to make an even greater difference”.

Sainsbury’s colleagues recently handed over £1,000 to the charity.

PR Ambassador for Sainsbury's Linda Guy said, “We are really looking
forward to working alongside such a well-known local charity,
customers and colleagues were given the chance to vote for their
favourite charity.”

Last year the store supported Otley Action for Older People and raised
over £10,000.

Year 9 students at Prince Henry’s Grammar School
joined school pupils across the county in a mass CPR
training event.

Members of the Yorkshire Ambulance Service joined
more than 200 students at the school for a training session
in the Call Push Rescue technique. Across the UK, over
60,000 people have an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest
and fewer than 10% survive. However, if a bystander
is able to start CPR before medical help arrives, they
can more than double a person’s chance of survival.

“We are always looking for ways to educate our young
people in their responsibilities as part of the wider
community, so when we were approached by the
Ambulance Service, it was ideal. In the future, we will
extend the programme to the rest of the school, meaning
that there will be more than 1,400 young people who
will know what to do in an emergency. As always, our
students threw themselves into the opportunity with
great enthusiasm.” said Phil Temple, Assistant Head
teacher – Learning Support.

Prince Henry’s 
Students are 
Lifesaving

We are 194 years old and achieved success this
year beyond anything in all those years! All
three senior teams finished in first place in their
leagues, the first eleven won the Waddilove
Cup for the first time in over 20 years and the
oldest junior team won the Denison Cup. First
team captain James Davies topped both
League batting and bowling averages, first
team wicket keeper Paul Nicholson took the
most catches and stumping’s in the League and
Ben Lister topped the second team League
bowling averages. The club also won the
Burmah Oil trophy which is awarded to the club
with the highest aggregate points by the first
and second teams. Only the Birtwistle trophy
eluded us.

We know very well that there is only one way
to go from there and the Committee is already
planning for next season. The clubhouse is
open every Thursday evening during the winter
months and in addition, a number of social events
are arranged. New social members are more than
welcome (£10 a year) and can be enrolled by
contacting Alison Finlay on 01943 464883.

Otley 
Cricket Club

A New Way to get motivated
at Otley Swimming Pool

The members of Otley Rotary Club have over
the past 12 months raised £11,000 for many
local, national and international charities.  A
sponsored walk raised over £900 for the Otley
based, Behind Closed Doors, followed by a Race
Night at which over £800 was raised for Chil-
dren of Chernobyl.

In December, the Rotary Club intend to hold a
coffee morning, will have a presence at the
Otley Victorian Fayre followed by the Christmas
Tree festival in All Saints Church, where funds
from their tree will be given to Help For Heroes.

President, Peter Heald said “We are a small band
of volunteers yet by the end of 2014 we will
have raised over £12,000.  This is a fantastic
achievement for our club.”  

The Rotary Club of Otley is actively seeking
new members, anyone wishing to join should
contact Peter Heald on 07940178248.

As surveys have discovered, being in the company of really good
conversationalists, has many advantages.

The Rotary Club of Otley

OTLEY FREEMASONS

The members of Chevin Lodge have made a generous donation of £1,000
to Rawdon Cricket Club  to help towards the replacement of the practice
nets and refurbishment of the practice area. The presentation was made
by the Worshipful Master Howard Handley and ex-Yorkshire cricketer
Bryan Stott. The Junior cricket Chairman Steve Powell and cricket Chairman
Lawrence Walker said how delighted they were that the Freemasons were
so readily willing to support the junior cricketers in the community.



U3A IS ON A HIGH

WHARFEDALE 
GARDENERS’ GROUP

Roger Bainbridge, the Chairman of the Ilkley & District U3A
announced at the October AGM that membership had risen
rapidly in 2014 to top 1,100 members, making the charity one of
the largest U3As in the country. 

He said, “One of the secrets of our success is that the U3A
members here have over 110 interest groups to choose from.
There is a diverse range of activities on offer, from table tennis and
guitar to drama and photography. Our members are drawn from
a wide area including Otley, Menston, Guiseley, Burley and Ilkley.”

All U3A groups are self-help, run by the members for the members
and welcome those who are no longer in full time work, the
unwaged or retired. The aim is to pursue learning not for qual-
ifications but for fun. For further information on local U3A activities
look on www.ilkleyu3a.org

SIX DALES TRAIL Route Improvements

The Group began the 2014/15 season in September with some
memorable lectures and continues after Christmas with more
great topics. Anyone interested in attending the lectures may
come as a guest or can join at any time. The lectures are held at
Otley Methodist Church, Boroughgate, on the second Tuesday
of the month until May, starting at 7.30pm. Further information
can be found on our website: www.wharfedalegardeners.co.uk
or by phoning the membership secretary, Thelma Harrison on
0113 2256405. Here is a taster of what is to come:

2015
JAN 13th THE HIDDEN GARDENS OF LONDON

Tony Cleaver

FEB 10th MODERNIST GARDENS
Marilyn Elm

MAR 10th AGM - followed by
LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
Jacqueline Iddon

APR 14th DAVID AUSTIN ROSES
Stuart Dixon

At a recent meeting held between representatives of Walkers are
Welcome (Otley) and Public Rights of Way at North Yorkshire
County Council a programme of works was agreed along the route
of the Six Dales Trail. Over the past four years, since the opening
of the Trail by Janet Street-Porter in 2010, North Yorkshire County
Council have implemented improvements to the infrastructure of
the route between Otley and Middleham including new foot-
bridges, gates and stiles as well as getting the Swinton Estate to
make a heather cut path across a section of moorland.

The new programme of works will include improvements to old
stiles and gates to enhance walkers experience along the route.
Walkers are Welcome have donated £2,000 to North Yorkshire to
assist with the cost of the works. A major revision of the guide
book is planned for late 2015 as the infrastructure along the route
has changed with alterations to at least three temporary fences,
stiles replaced by gates and the footfall of walkers creating a
clearer path on the ground. All proceeds from the sale of the guide
book are ring-fenced for future reprints and to help with keeping
the route in a good condition.

Walkers are Welcome (Otley) greatly appreciate the ongoing
cooperation of North Yorkshire County Council with the development
of the Six Dales Trail.

Walkers are Welcome (Otley) 

OTLEY STREET FESTIVAL

During the past year our Walkers are Welcome Steering Committee,
made up entirely of volunteers from the community, have con-
solidated the many opportunities created since our inception in
2008.  We have worked hard in fulfilling our main aims of making
Otley “welcoming to walkers’’.
Our mains achievements over the past year:
• Published Self-guided Walks: Since 2008 we have developed

and published eleven different self-guided walks covering 
over 100 miles, all starting and finishing in Otley;  

• Maintenance of paths used for our self-guided walks:
either members have made necessary repairs ourselves or 
liaised with appropriate authorities;

• ‘Walkers are Welcome in Otley’ Storyboard: in cooperation
with Leeds City Parks and Countryside, we designed and 
produced A1 sized storyboards located in Wharfemeadows 
Park and Surprise View at Chevin Forest Park.

• Mentoring: Members of our steering committee have had
a series of meetings with Baildon and Burley in Wharfedale
regarding their submissions to achieve accreditation as 
Walkers are Welcome towns and we are together planning 
to develop linked walks between us.

Membership of our Steering Committee:  We are a committee of
eight experienced and keen volunteers and we wish to add sev-
eral more members over the next year.   Please contact us for fur-
ther information should you or anyone else be interested in
joining us.  Email: wawotley@mail.com

Please let us know if you have any comments about our existing
walks or ideas about additional activities that we should consider.

Otley Town Partnership has taken over the running
of the annual Street Festival.
The festival was originally started to promote the shops in
Newmarket and Market Place but, due to its growing popularity,
soon became an event for the whole town.

This year because of OTP’s Tour de France commitments, it was
linked to the Otley Food and Drink Festival on 27th July. The
crowds who attended this event were treated to an array of great
entertainment by various groups of musicians and performers.
Whilst sampling the wonderful array of delicious food on offer
visitors were able to sing and dance along!

Next year the Street Festival will be held on Sunday 3rd May and
we are planning for it to be bigger and better than ever. If you
are interested in performing at the Street Festival please email
jane@otleytownpartnership.org

Sport Chevin had their first fund raising and awareness event this
summer. Despite poor weather there were plenty who enjoyed
the event with athletics, cycling, hockey, football and boxing rep-
resented. There was even tug of war! Tony Walker stated “it will
be the first of many events as we try to raise funds and awareness
for community sports facilities in Otley and the Chevin region.”

More information can be found at their Facebook Page or
https://www.facebook.com/sportchevin or contact Tony Walker
at tonywalker100@aol.com

Late Summer 
Fun at 

Wharfemeadows!

Members of Otley Townswomen's Guild gathered on Monday 20th
October to mark the official welcome to the Otley Courthouse of the
Otley Tapestry. The Tapestry, which depicts a wealth of Otley scenes,
has been retrieved from storage in the Otley Civic Centre and given a
permanent home in the Robing Room at Otley Courthouse.

David Robson, Chair of Otley Courthouse, said how delighted he was,
on behalf of the Courthouse, to welcome the Otley Tapestry to its new
home. “This will mean that the Tapestry is open to the public to view and
it has already been a star attraction at the recent Heritage Open Day. The
Courthouse is working with the Otley Townswomen's Guild to produce
a leaflet to explain the history and contents of the Tapestry to visitors”.

The Chair of the Townswomen’s Guild Janet Hobson reflected on the
skill and hard work that the Craft group had put into the Tapestry and
how pleased she was that it was again on public view.

Otley tapestry

Otley Pub Club 
reports ‘successful year’

The reopening of two pubs in Otley has been one of
several highlights in a successful year, according to chairman
of Otley Pub Club, Andy FitzGerald.

Against a national trend of pub closures, Otley has seen
continuing investment in Otley pubs with the refurbishment
and reopening of the Black Horse Hotel in the town centre
and the Royalty on the Chevin. In both cases lobbying and
pressure from Otley Pub Club contributed to their revival. 

Also the opening of a new micro pub, the Otley Tap House
and news of the imminent refurbishment and reopening
under new management of the Manor House in time for
Christmas are further signs that Otley retains its reputation as
a magnet for fans of real ales and traditional community pubs. 

Another highlight was the publicity created by the French banner
promotion on all Otley pubs for the Tour De France.



As Town Mayor I would like to
wish all Otley residents a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

2014 has certainly been a momentous
year for Otley, particularly with the
fantastic and memorable spectacle of
the Tour De France running through the town in July.  Big thanks must
go out to all the volunteers who made the event such a success. Otley
did Yorkshire proud as I said in my Radio Leeds interview on the day.  

Other highlights during my time as Mayor to date include: attending
another successful Otley Cycle Race; being present at the inauguration of
the new Bishop of Leeds at York Minster; being part of the Otley Carnival
parade; and representing the town at a number of World War 1 com-
memoration events.
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Award Descriptions

• Individual Achievement Award (child/youth)
- awarded to a young person who has achieved
something outstanding – this may be academically,
musically, sporting or artistic, or overcome some
form of adversity or helped others and contributed
to their community. The award is open to anyone
aged 18 or under.

• Individual Achievement Award (Adult)
– award for an adult who has achieved something
outstanding – this may be academically, musically,
sporting or artistic, in terms of enterprise or
innovation, or overcoming some form of adversity
or helping others. The award is open to anyone
over the age of 18.

Do you know anyone who has achieved something
outstanding during 2014? Or someone you  feel has
made a significant contribution to our town in
2014? If so, please let us know by nominating them
for the 2014 Otley Achievement Award.

This award celebrates achievements made during
the year with the winner recognised with a cash
prize and a certificate.
To nominate someone please complete and return
the form below or pick up a form in the Otley Core
Resource Centre.

The deadline for nominations is Friday 30th January
2015. Please return all nominations to Jason
Knowles in the Core Resource Centre or e-mail:
community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Awarding criteria
• Employees of Otley Town Council and Council 
Members may not be nominated;

• Winners from the previous year may not be nominated;

• Otley residents only can nominate an individual for an
award. Those persons nominated need not live in 
Otley but must have given significant service to Otley;

• All nominations will be judged by Full Council;

• The decision reached by Full Council when selecting 
the winners is final and no correspondence will be 
entered into;

• The winners will be invited to attend the Annual 
General Parish Meeting in May to receive their award;

• The winners agree to allow Otley Town Council to use
any photographs taken for future publicity material.

Please state your reasons for nominating on a separate piece of paper. Please highlight achievements and successes, why the nominated
person deserves the award and any other relevant information to help us reach our decision.

All nominations are for achievements and successes between 1 January and 31 December 2014. 

Closing date for nominations is 30th January 2015
Please return completed nomination forms to: Otley Town Council, Unit 11 Orchard Gate, Otley, LS21 3NX

Otley annual achievement award 2014

Police Drop-in
Police contact point a

t the Otley Core Resource C
entre

every Wednesday (11am – noon) and Friday (
2pm - 3pm)

Keep up date on the activit
ies of your Town Council 

via our website www.otleytowncou
ncil.gov.uk 

or via twitter @otleycouncil

The Otley Carnival Committee has named the groups that will benefit
from next year’s event. Otley’s Courthouse ‘Singing for the Brain’,
Martin House (Otley Friends) and Pool in Wharfedale Youth Club
have all been named beneficiaries of the 2015 carnival.

The committee will start its fundraising for the 2015 beneficiaries at the
Victorian Fayre on Sunday December 7th, when members will hold a
children’s tombola.

The Otley Carnival Committee would also like to say a big ‘Thank You’
to a new sponsor, The Blue Octopus Recruitment Agency which
has recently opened in Otley. The managing Director’s, brothers Liam &
Chris Coleman, have kindly agreed to sponsor the programme’s
poster competition which will take place next year.

The 2014 Carnival Queen, Grace Metcalf, will 
continue to attend local functions, including 
switching on Otley’s Christmas lights, until the 
crowning of her successor next year.

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL MESSAGE BOARD

New Beneficiaries for
the 2015 Otley Carnival!

Nominee:

Address:

Telephone:

Individual Achievement Award Child/Youth

Individual Achievement Award Adult

Category (please tick ONE box)

Reasons for nomination

Otley Town Council Achievement Awards 2014 Nomination Form

Nominated by:

Address:

Telephone:

The Otley Core Resource Centre is a donationpoint for the Otley Food Bank.Please help local people in crisis by donatingitems of food which have a long shelf life.A shopping list is available at the collectionpoint. We thank you for your support.

Otley Food Bank

Community Service Support Awards2014/15Otley Town Council supports the following organisationsproviding services that address the Town Council’s priorities:  Otley Citizens Advice Bureau; Otley Food Bank; OtleyAction for Older People; Otley & District Talking Newspapers; Otley Blind Club; Otley & District RoadSafety Committee; and Behind Closed Doors.

ADVERTISE AT THE CORE
Advertise your group or an upcoming event in the

windows of the Core. 

We also have available an entire window that you

can book by contacting us on 01943 46
6335 or 

e-mail admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Grants awarded this Quarter
• Stepping Stones (Awarded £500)  

to support the new junior brass band that forms

part of the Otley Brass Band Association.

• ODD (Awarded £300)   
to support University students to undertake 
research on opportunities in Otley.

If you require grant support from the Town Council,

please contact Jason Knowles for a copy of our fund-

ing criteria and an application form on 01943 466335

or email community@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sponsorships Awards 2014-2015Otley Town Council sponsor the following events:• Otley Carnival   • Otley Walking Festival • Otley Cycling Festival • Otley Mini-Mountain Series • Otley Folk Festival   • Otley Science Festival• Otley Choral Society Concert Series• Otley Food & Drink Festival• Otley Cycle Race   • Otley Mini-Christmas Trees

Buttercross Charity Stall HireThe refurbished Buttercross is available for hire, free ofcharge, to all charitable organisations on Fridays andSaturdays. Anyone interested please contact a memberof the Core liaison staff on 01943 466335 or email admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Otley Town are looking to sponsor two morecommunity events and/or festivals for 4 yearsfrom 2015. If you are planning such an eventand are interested in being sponsored pleasecontact community@otleytowncouncil.gov.ukfor an application form.

Sponsorships 2015-2019

Otley Citizens Advice Bureau warns
- Beware of scammers!

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is warning
taxpayers to be on their guard against fraudulent
phishing emails, after almost 75,000 fake emails
were reported over the last six months.

The emails promise you a tax refund, and often
ask for your name, address, date of birth, bank
and credit card details – including passwords and
your mother’s maiden name. If you provide the
information, money may be stolen from your
bank account and your details sold on to other
criminal gangs, which can lead to identity theft.

If you are due for a tax refund, HMRC never contacts
you by email - they always send a letter through
the post. If you get an email which claims to be
from HMRC, and which offers you a tax refund,
you should send it to phishing@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
and then permanently delete it.

You can check www.hmrc.gov.uk for online security
advice from HMRC. You can see examples of
phishing emails online at www.hmrc.gov.uk.

You can report all other types of scam to: 
Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040, 
www.actionfraud.police.co.uk, 
or Citizens Advice on 03454 04 05 06

Otley CAB is open Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30am –
12.30pm and Mon, Wed 2pm – 3pm

Leeds CAB Adviceline: 0113 2234400 available
Mon - Fri 10am – 4pm

SPONSORED BY OTLEY
TOWN COUNCIL 2014/15

OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL
COMMUNITY SERVICE
SUPPORT 2014/15

There’s no need to travel to Leeds, Bradford or
Harrogate – with all the extra travel time, and car
parking charges – if you want to see some great films.
Otley Film Society and Otley Courthouse continue
to offer a varied programme of quality cinema to
start off 2015.
The Film Society’s sixteenth season picks up on 8th
January with six times Oscar nominee ‘Nebraska’
and continues with a film roughly every fortnight
until the end of May. Films are screened at 7.45pm
on Thursdays at Otley Courthouse (dates below),
and the Courthouse bar is open from 7pm...drinks
can be taken through to the film. Guest tickets are
just £4 on the door. The films are from all round
the world and show cinema at its very best – in the
list below there are films from USA, France, Sweden,
India and Ireland – comedies, dramas, romances
and documentaries...and more.

8 Jan - Nebraska
22 Jan - The Past
12 Feb - We Are The Best
26 Feb - The Grand Budapest Hotel
12 Mar - The Lunchbox

26 Mar - Calvary
9 Apr - Short Term 12
23 Apr - Inside Llewyn Davis
14 May - Mud
28 Mar - Mystery Film to be arranged 

nearer the date

On top of this Otley Courthouse offers a Matinee
screening on the second Thursday of the month at
2pm (tea / coffee / biscuits from 1.30pm) – again
just £4 a ticket. Films for January to April are still to
be decided but with past offerings like Philomena,
The Help and Sunshine on Leith there’s bound to
be something for everyone.
Also keep an eye out for Children’s films at Otley
Courthouse during the school holidays. 
Keep up to date with all the films on offer at
www.otleyfilmsociety.org.uk and 
www.otleycourthouse.org.uk.

Cinema in Otley



ALLOTMENT NEWS
The allotment bills will be posted in December and are due
for payment by the end of January 2015.  We would appre-
ciate prompt payment.  Late payers will be required to pay
an overdue payment fee and may ultimately lose their plot.

We currently have an allotment plot on Ings Lane which has
raised beds which is ideal for people with mobility issues.  If
you would like to help work this plot please contact us.  

The end of the year is an ideal opportunity for allotment
holders who feel their plot is too large to put in a request
for their plot to be considered to be split into smaller plots.
Interested plot holders should email Karen Smith on
admin@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or ring 01943 466335.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a fruitful New Year!

Say hello to Barbara Evans and Gill
Harris our latest recruits.

Barbara is our new Finance Officer
and lives in East Morton. She joined
us in April following the retirement
of Brian Roe.   

Gill hails from Guiseley and joined
us in October and will be working
two days a week at our reception
desk. 

I’m sure you’ll join with Councillors
and staff here at the Town Council
in congratulating them both on
their appointments

A big warm welcome
to our newest staff

members...

Christmas Greetings
Otley Town Council would like to wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a

prosperous New Year in 2015!

Mary Vickers (Lib) Tel 465813

Colin Campbell (Lib) Tel 07973521547
colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

Philip Bye (Lib) Tel 467199

PRINCE HENRY WARD

CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS

James Spencer (Lib) Tel 465906
james.spencer@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Lisa Atkin (Lab) Tel 07508041958 

Kevin Cooney (Lab) Tel 465917
kevin.cooney@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Linda Bradley (Lib) Tel 850459

WEST CHEVIN WARD

ASHFIELD WARD

John Eveleigh (Lab) Tel 07988802700
leaderofcouncil@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Raymond Gill (Lab) Tel 467614 

Austin Kelly (Lab) Tel 07910522758 
austin.kelly@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

John Flinn (Ind) flinn@hotmail.com
john.flinn@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Dr. Pauline Spencer (Lib) Tel 465906
pauline.spencer@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

THE VIEWS AND ALL ADVICE EXPRESSED BY CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NEWSLETTER ARE THE VIEWS OF THE CONTRIBUTOR AND MAY NOT 
REFLECT THE VIEW OR OPINION OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE FOR OTLEY MATTERS OR OF OTLEY TOWN COUNCIL.
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Cllr. Austin Kelly; Cllr. Kevin Cooney; Cllr. Nigel Francis; Jason Knowles (Community Development Officer)

Front row left to right: Cllr. James Spencer; Cllr. Dr Pauline Spencer; Cllr. Mary Vickers; Cllr. Beryl Patton; Cllr. Philip Bye (Deputy Town Mayor); 
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Cllr. Mike Evans (apologies given); Cllr. John Flinn (apologies given)
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 
DECEMBER 2014 - FEBRUARY 2015

Nigel Francis (Ind) 
Tel Home 463467   Tel Work 463502

Sandy Lay (Lib) Mobile 07533581228 
sandy.lay@leeds.gov.uk

Neville Birch (Lab) Tel 462703

Beryl Patton (Lib) 
Tel 461510   Mobile  07572970441

DANEFIELD WARD

Michael Evans (Lab) Tel 07931 411371
michael.evans@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Nigel Gill (Lab) 467614 
nigel.gill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Pamela Gill (Lab) 467614 
pamela.gill@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Carl Morris (Lab) Tel  07944056162
carl.morris@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk

MANOR WARD

Planning 8th December 2014

Human Resources

Policy & Resources 12th January 2015

Full Council

Planning 19th January 2015

Community Development 9th February 2015

Planning

All Town Council meetings are held at the Otley Core Resource
Centre, 11 Orchard Gate, Otley. All meetings usually commence
at 7pm but times are subject to change. 

Please check www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk or the windows at
the Otley Core Resource Centre for meeting times. 

Members of the public are encouraged to attend.  

By prior arrangement with the Executive Officer members of the

public may arrange to address a Committee or council meeting

before it starts its agenda.

Please contact the Executive Officer on 01943 466335 or by

email eo@otleytowncouncil.gov.uk for further details. Please

note that the Audit and Human Resources meetings are not open

to the public.

LEEDS CITY 
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES

FIRST SATURDAY IN THE MONTH  
9.30 to 10.30AM - OTLEY LIBRARY
THIRD SATURDAY IN THE MONTH  
9.30 to 10.30AM - YEADON TOWN HALL
If inconvenient please ring to organise a meeting
on 07973521547 or email colin.campbell@leeds.gov.uk

GREG MULHOLLAND 
MP’s SURGERIES 
0113 2266519

FIRST FRIDAY - APPOINTMENTS
OTLEY LIBRARY, OTLEY 
4 - 5PM

FIRST SATURDAY - DROP-IN
ASDA STORES, HOLT PARK 
11AM - 12 NOON
SAINSBURY’S, ARNDALE CENTRE 
HEADINGLEY 
12.30 - 1.30PM

THIRD FRIDAY - APPOINTMENTS
HEADINGLEY CARDIGAN CENTRE 
1 - 2PM
ROBERT CRAVEN HALL, BRAMHOPE 
4 - 5PM

THIRD SATURDAY - DROP-IN
SAINSBURYS, OTLEY 
11AM - 12 NOON
MORRISONS, YEADON 
12.30 - 1.30PM

Constituents who would like to book an appointment should call the

office on 0113 22 66 519 or email info@gregmulholland.org


