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1.  Annual Reports of Council and Committees 
 

1.1 Town Council 
 

1.1.1 Summary of Functions 
 

Council is the over arching decision making body, 
on which all Members sit and vote to approve and 
ratify the work of the Committees; it also sets the 
precept and manages the constitutional evolution 
and financial regulation of the Town Council.  Full 
Council meetings are chaired by the Town Mayor. 

 
1.1.2 Comments from the Town Mayor, 

Councillor Neville Birch 
 
When I was appointed the Mayor and Maureen, my 
wife became Mayoress, it was without a doubt one 
of the proudest moments of our lives.  Although we 
got off to a poor start due to the appalling weather 
and the cancellation of the carnival we put on a 
brave face and on the whole it turned out to be a 
very successful year. 
 
Overall we had some fifty six engagements which 
included a large number of high profile ones.  I got 
the impression that on the whole people were full of 
praise for Otley.  The visit to Montereau was exciting 
and we made many friends, especially with the 
family with which we stayed.  We feel that Otley can 
benefit from many things being twinned with 
Montereau, two of which are tourism and the 
exchange of cultures. 
 
We were also very pleased to be invited to the 
opening of the new science block at Prince Henry’s 
Grammar School and to witness the placing of a 
time capsule in the grounds to celebrate the opening 
of this wonderful development. 
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As the Mayor I would like to say a special thank you 
to Otley Town Council for their support and their co-
operation.  The Town Clerk who has helped me 
through Full Council and also the council staff.  I 
would like also to say an extra special thank you to 
Mrs Geraldine Crosby who has had to tolerate me 
for the past twelve months.  Last but by no means 
least I would like to say a big thank you to the 
Town’s people for their support for the Mayor 
especially at the switching on of the Christmas 
Lights and the Victorian Fayre which were both very 
successful. 
 
I am sure that everyone would agree that Otley 
would not be the same without the support of Paddy 
Steval, our Bellman who never fails to keep us in 
order and Reverend Anthony Gardner, the Mayor’s 
Chaplain, who attended many events. 
 
  

Neville Birch 

Town Mayor 

 
 

1.1.3    Headlines Extracted from Official Council 
Minutes 2007/2008 

 
Council Year 2007 
 
June 
 

 Minutes of the AGM 2007 confirmed 

 Committee Membership agreed 

 Appointments to Outside Bodies agreed 
 
July 
 

 Committee Minutes confirmed 

 Delegated Authority for planning decisions 
during the summer agreed 
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November 
 

 Committee Minutes confirmed 

 NALC Standing Orders re-adopted 

 Resolved to ask the public for help in providing 
details for the stolen War Memorial Plaques 

 
December 
 

 Committee Minutes Confirmed 

 Cllr S Ross confirmed as representative to 
Prince Henry’s Grammar School 

 Resolved that the matter of Menwith Hill be 
referred to the Executive Committee 

 
 

Council Year 2008 
 
January  

 

 Committee Minutes confirmed 

 Precept set for 2008/9 

 Resolved to add an alternative signatory to the 
Council’s bank account 

 Honorary Citizens elected for AGM 2008 
 

March  
 

 Resolved to accept the resolutions of the 
Executive Committee in relation to the 
refurbishment of the Civic Centre 

 
   April 
     

 Committee Minutes confirmed 

 Resolved to accept the variations to Standing 
Orders to in respect of the start times of 
meetings 
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1.2   Executive Committee 
 

1.2.1    Summary of Functions 
 

The Executive Committee comprises all the 
Councillors and has a wide remit covering all 
matters of policy and financial budget preparation.  
Issues which involve policy or cross committee 
interests may be dealt with by the Executive. 
 

 
1.2.2 Comments from the Chair, Cllr J Spencer 

 
At the start of the Year the new administration 
resolved to prioritise its work load so as to 
concentrate the officers’ energies on the most 
important issues and clarify for the whole Council 
which issues these were. We additionally agreed to 
concentrate the top priorities on the executive 
committee. 
 
The top priorities identified were:  

 
 Quality Status 
 Civic Centre 
 River Fence 
 Bradford Road Closure 
 Tourism/toilets/car parking 
 Markets 
 
The River Fence was concluded first during the 
year. The Council was heavily involved in 
negotiations and secured a number of meetings 
with the leader of Leeds City Council leading to 
mitigation of the excessive original proposals.  
 
The fencing originally proposed across the top of 
the stepped area in Wharfemeadows Park was 
removed as was that proposed from the White 
bridge to the Children’s Play Area and that on the 
west side of the bridge. It had been agreed 
overwhelmingly, at an otherwise disastrous public 
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meeting, that a fence should be erected from the 
Children’s Play Area to the Weir which left 2 
stretches of fencing from the weir to the bridge 
which have been erected against popular opinion. 
The fencing erected was also limited to 1 metre in 
height and was of traditional design.  

 
The Council made representation to the Scrutiny 
Board enquiry into the decision making process and 
were quoted extensively in their report, which 
concluded that insufficient consultation had taken 
place with the Town Council. 
 
Bradford Road closure was a priority issue which 
appeared from nowhere and was concluded during 
the year. It transpired to be a completely necessary 
repair which could not be carried out without total 
closure of the road for several weeks with obvious 
consequences for the Town’s businesses.  
 
The Council brought the attention of Leeds and 
Bradford authorities to this problem and negotiated 
over bus and ambulance services as well as 
reducing the period of closure to a minimum and 
ensuring West Chevin Road was repaired before 
the start date. 
 
The other priorities are longer term projects and will 
continue into the coming year. 
 
Progress towards gaining Quality Status has been 
made in that the Town Clerk was given sufficient 
study time to complete the qualifications he had to 
obtain prior to applying for the status. We are now 
in a position to make our application in the summer. 
The status when gained has no official place and 
therefore guarantees nothing. However lack of it 
could potentially hinder negotiations with Leeds City 
Council over matters like the Civic Centre and 
Markets. 
 
The Civic Centre has occupied the lion’s share of 
our time in the year. As reported extensively the 
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Council has adopted its detailed Project Feasibility 
Study report as its proposal for the future  of the 
building and are currently in negotiations with Leeds 
City Council to move forward on that basis. This is 
the biggest project the Town Council has 
undertaken so far and we are excited about it. The 
present estimated completion date is summer 2010. 

 
Tourism in the shape of the Public Toilets and the 
car parking issues was devolved to the 
Environmental & Economic Development 
Committee. It was felt they were in a better position 
to deal with this priority and it will appear in the 
Environment & Economic Development report. 
 
The quest to devolve markets to the Town Council 
from Leeds City Council has begun. Investigations 
have been carried out including meeting with the 
staff running the Wetherby Market and discussions 
with stall holders in Skipton and Shipley. Further 
investigations are felt prudent and preliminary 
discussions with Leeds City Council are the next 
stage. 
 
All in all this has been a satisfying if hard working 
year. The Council has made real progress on all its 
top priorities and I recommend the report for 
approval. 
 

 
Jim Spencer 
Leader, Otley Town Council  
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1.2.3 Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 

Minutes 2007/8 
 

Committee Year 2007 
 
June 
 

 Support for Wharfemeadows Action Group agreed 

 Transfer of the park to Otley Town Council 
requested 

 Response to Bradford Council on the Bradford Road 
closure agreed 

 Approval of accounts paid 

 Pulse Regeneration requested to make a 
presentation to Council on the Civic Centre 
refurbishment 

 Town Clerk authorised to make Quality Council 
Status his priority 

 Members to attend Code of Conduct Training 

 Agreed that the NALC Code of Conduct be written 
into Standing Orders 

 Agreed that the Town Clerk would continue to work 
towards EMAS status as resources permitted 

 Resolved that Committee appoints a working 
party to investigate Otley Town Council taking 
on the running of its own markets 

 Resolved to request a more detailed 
breakdown of costs for running the markets 
from Leeds City Council 

 
July 
 

 Police update received 

 Presentation from Pulse Regeneration 

 Resolved to appoint John Witherick as 
Architect; to appoint a quantity surveyor, and 
agreed costs of exhibition 

 Approval of Council’s Annual Return 

 Approval of statement of Risk/Assurance 

 Auditors re-appointed 
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 Approval of Town Clerk’s salary 

 Confirmation of financial regulations 

 Internal Auditor’s report received 

 Resolved that Council to contribute £500 
towards the West Busk Lane playing field 
project 

 Agreed to recommend to Council that it adopts 
Leeds City Council’s version of the Code of 
Conduct for towns and parishes. 

 
November 
 

 Resolved to work with Leeds City Council as 
partners towards the refurbishment of the Civic 
Centre 

 Approval of Accounts Paid 

 Agreed to appoint a Finance Working Party 

 Resolved to arrange a meeting with Wetherby 
Town Council to discuss markets 

 Agreed to place an advertisement in the local 
press inviting nominations for Honorary 
Citizens 

 
December 
 

 Agreed to the idea of having a band play in the 
market square once a month 

 Committee expressed its support for the Local 
Strategy Area Action Plan 

 Resolved to hold talks with Leeds City Council 
on the above plan 

 Resolved to contribute to Leeds City Council 
scheme for CCTV the cost of one camera at 
£19,300 

 Resolved to withdraw from the Menwith Hill 
Forum 

 Approval of Accounts Paid 

 Resolved that the sale of the Riverdale Road 
land be negotiated in principal 



 

C:\Users\Public\Documents\AGMs+Town Mtgs+annual rpts\Annual Report 2006 onwards\Annual Report 
2008\Annual Report 2008.doc 11 

Committee Year 2008 
 
January 
 

 Budget for 2008/9 debated and agreed 

 Resolved to return the DDA budget to the tax 
base 

 Resolved to contact Leeds City Council to 
accept the terms of their letter regarding the 
Civic Centre refurbishment 

 
March 
 

 Feasibility Study on refurbishment of Civic 
Centre presented by Pulse Regeneration 

 Resolved to accept the report from Pulse 
Regeneration 

 A number of resolutions passed relating to the 
refurbishment of the Civic Centre 

 
April 
 

    Approval of Accounts Paid 

  Resolved to recommend to Council that Standing 
 Orders be amended with regard to the start times of 
 meetings 

  Resolved to give support to the Skipton and East 
 Lancashire Rail Action Group 

  Resolved to change the rules on when the  
 appointed Honorary Citizens are made public  

 



 

C:\Users\Public\Documents\AGMs+Town Mtgs+annual rpts\Annual Report 2006 onwards\Annual Report 
2008\Annual Report 2008.doc 12 

 

1.3    Allotment Committee 
 

1.3.1 Summary of Functions 
 

The Council owns ten allotment sites which are split 
into 185/190 plots and this committee oversees their 
management and development. 

 
 

1.3.2 Comments of the Chair, Cllr C Campbell 
 

It has been another year of progress with the 
allotments and of enthusiasm from the diggers.  
Despite an extraordinary wet summer the hard work 
of the diggers ensured that the sites were still very 
productive and a pleasure to inspect. 
 
The demand for plots remains at a constantly high 
level and the Council’s policy of dealing firmly but 
fairly with those who don’t dig or do not pay their rent 
has been necessary to ensure that those on the 
waiting list have a fair opportunity to obtain a plot.  
Inevitably as the unwilling diggers and payers have 
been removed over the years the rate of release of 
plots has slowed.  Those with large plots which are 
getting beyond them have been encouraged to 
speak to the Allotment Manager to see if a split is 
viable.  However it has to be said that as long as we 
have so many quality diggers the waiting list is going 
to be long. 
 
The last problem site at Crossways should be 
resolved over this coming summer which will release 
a few more plots. 
 
The annual competition was as challenging as usual 
and I have had real pleasure in walking round the 
sites from time to time seeing the results from such 
dedicated diggers. 
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1.3.3 Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 
Minutes 2007/8 

 
Committee Year 2007 

 
July 
 

 Allotment Manager’s report 

 Resolved that the use of contractors to 
maintain plots was not permitted 

 Site Representatives reports 
 
 

October 
 

 Allotment Manager’s report 

 Self-seeded trees on allotment sites discussed 

 Site Representatives reports 
 
 

   Committee Year 2008 
  
March  
 

 Allotment Manager’s report 

 Report on repairs and maintenance received 

 Resolved to seek prices for the asbestos 
removal and removal of vegetation on the 
Crossways site 

 Leeds City Council site and Otley Town 
Council ownership of allotment sites discussed 

 Site representatives reports 
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1.4 Civic Centre Committee 
 

1.4.1    Summary of Functions 
 

The function of this committee is to deal with the fabric, 
safety and running of the Civic Centre. 
 
 

1.4.2   Comments from the Chair, Cllr M Stott 
 

This has been an eventful year for the Civic Centre with 
plans going ahead for the refit and modernisation.  Many 
things have had to be done including major repairs to the 
stair lift and the plaster falling from the roof of the Main 
Hall.  Hopefully, as we enter this new phase and get the 
finance in place we will be able to get a start date for the 
alterations, but there is still an awful lot of work to be 
done. 

 
1.4.3   Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 

Minutes 2007/8 
 
Committee Year 2007 

 
June 

 

  Members of the Civic Centre Steering Group 
 agreed 

  Finance report received 

 Civic Centre Manager’s report 

  Resolved to contact Leeds City Council Ward 
 Members about the problems in the Civic 
 Centre 
 

October 
 

 Civic Centre Manager’s Report 

 New Civic Centre Warden appointed 
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Committee Year 2008 
 
January 
 

 Civic Centre  Manager’s report 

 Rents for 2008/9 approved 

 Co-optees Reports 
 

March 
 

 Fire Risk Assessment report 

 Finance Outturn report 

 Civic Centre Manager’s report 

 Resolved that uniforms be provided for the 
Civic Centre Wardens and cleaners 

 Co-optees Reports 
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1.5 Community Development 
 

1.5.1    Summary of Functions 
 

This committee’s main functions are to assist the Otley 
Community bodies to interact with the Town Council and 
provide small grant funding and to manage the 
production of Otley Matters, and deals with liveability 
issues of sustainability. 
 

 
1.5.2 Comments from the Chair Cllr LC Campbell 
 

The Community Development Committee has continued 
to play its role in the community by awarding vital grants 
to many community bodies, expending in total some 
£10,000.  Also the committee has awarded some £4000 
by way of sponsorship for major annual events in the 
town.  Continuing its contribution to youth issues the 
committee has worked to promote healthy projects such 
as cycling for youth on the Chevin, Bollywood Dancing 
in the Civic Centre and has contributed to other youth 
projects within the community.  The importance with 
working with youth cannot be over stressed and I’m sure 
the committee will further develop this necessary work in 
the coming year.  The committee has continued to meet 
with the Police and to encourage a good working 
relationship for community policing.  Supporting the 
Police is an important part of the committee’s role. 
 

 
  1.5.3  Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 

Minutes 2007/8 
 
Committee Year 2007 
 

June 
 

 Presentations received from six grant applicants 

 Presentation by Metro Officer 
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 Report on the Hospital Forum 

 Agreed to set up a Working Group for Otley Matters 

 Community Development Officer’s Report 

 Community Grants awarded to 7 organisations 
 

September 
 

 Presentation from Prince Henry’s Grammar School 

 Presentation from Behind Closed Doors 

 Presentation from Otley Police 

 Presentations received from two grant applicants 

 Report on the Hospital Forum 

 Community Development Officer’s Report 

 Weston Lane Community Day Report  

 Report on Otley Matters 

 Community Grant awarded to 1 organisation 

 Report on Youth Issues 
 

December 
 

 Presentation from Otley Police 

 Resolved to work with Police on improving road 
safety on Ilkley Road 

 Presentation on the proposed DPPO from the 
Community Safety Officer of Leeds City Council 

 Presentation from the Youth Services Officer of 
Leeds City Council 

 Presentations received from 7 grant applicants 

 Resolved to issue tenders for the distribution of 
Otley Matters 

 Community Development Officer’s Report 

 Agreed to support the cycling project for youth 
classes 

 Community Grants awarded to 5 organisations 
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Committee Year 2008 
 
February 
 

 Presentation from Otley Police 

 Presentations received from 4 grant applicants 

 Community Development Officer’s Report 

 Agreed to support the cycling and Bollywood dance 
classes 

 Report on the Wharfedale Hospital Forum 

 Sponsorship and Community Grants awarded to 12 
organisations 
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1.6   Environmental and Economic Development 
 

1.6.1  Summary of Functions 
 

This committee attends to matters of economic 
development, tourism and the environment, and takes 
the lead role in respect of the Aalborg Charter and 
Commitments. 
   

1.6.2 Comments from the Chair, Cllr L Ross 
 

Following the elections in May 2007, the make up of 
the committee was considered and altered in order to 
make it more inclusive.  Representatives of the Otley 
Chamber of Trade, Otley Town Partnership and Otley 
Conservation Task Force joined the representatives of 
Otley in Bloom and Friends of Gallows Hill.  The 
complete committee was therefore more representative 
of those with an interest in the economic health and the 
environment of the town. 
 
Many projects that are currently undertaken by the 
committee have to be looked at over a medium term 
length.  They will take some time to complete but the 
wait will be worthwhile as all will be of great benefit to 
the residents and visitors of Otley. 
 
Major initiatives include the refurbishment and 
reorganisation of the Orchardgate public toilets and the 
provision of floral decoration and information boards at 
the bus station.  One of the most vital initiatives is the 
coordination of tourism in Otley through a new steering 
group that will involve Otley Town Partnership, the 
Chamber of Trade, the Tourist Information Centre, 
Leeds City Council, Metro and a range of interested 
organisations and event organisers.  The other key 
initiative is a park and ride facility which is being 
worked on with Leeds City Council and Metro to not 
only improve environmental transport links for the town 
but to tackle the perennial car parking problems in 
Otley. 
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During the year the committee supported Otley 
Conservation Task Force in its successful bid to retain 
the Otley built Victorian lampposts in working order 
within the Town.  This saved an important part of the 
Town’s living heritage. 
 
Always keen to support new initiatives, the committee 
gave financial and councillor support to the ‘Walkers 
are Welcome’ venture.  When this is complete it will 
provide benefits to both residents and visitors by 
improving the walking facilities within and around the 
town. 
 
Ongoing work includes the development of a 
management plan at Gallows Hill and the seeking of 
grants to provide better education opportunities at the 
reserve.  The assistance of the Friends of Gallows Hill 
has been greatly appreciated by the committee.  Otley 
in Bloom seems to go from strength to strength and the 
committee is always delighted to work with their 
project.  Direct from the Town Clerk’s Office excellent 
natural history evenings have been provided on bats 
and amphibians.  Again by working in partnership the 
office has demonstrated how new programmes can be 
developed and delivered. 
 
Finally, I was very pleased to work with the committee 
on the Christmas Lights event.  To improve the 
economic opportunities following the problems of 
essential road works in the Town, the committee 
moved the event to a Wednesday evening and this was 
a successful decision.  I was delighted that the 
Yorkshire County Cricketer, Joe Sayers, was in 
attendance to lead the turn on and that the evening 
also featured the local rock band, Roadkill which 
rounded off the evening of traditional carols led by 
Reverend Tony Gardiner along with the Otley Brass 
Band and Prince Henry’s Choir.  The committee looks 
forward to an even more vibrant event this year which 
will undoubtedly add to the economic turnround of the 
town aswell as providing an evening of excellent 
entertainment for residents and visitors alike. 
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    1.6.3   Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 
Minutes 2007/8 
 

 Committee Year 2007 
 

June 
 

 Resolved  to obtain a quote for the painting of the 
Maypole 

 Resolved to contact Leeds City Council about a 
share of the revenue for advertising on Otley’s dog 
bins 

 Resolved to accept the quote from Leeds City 
Council for the cost of emptying Otley’s dog bins 

 Resolved to request the Executive Committee to 
fund CCTV for Otley 

 Resolved to invite an officer from Leeds City Council 
to talk about CCTV 

 Resolved to ask J D Wetherspoon to install CCTV 
outside the Bowling Green Pub 

 Resolved to ask Leeds City Council to confirm their 
support for an HGV ban in Otley 

 Resolved to ask North Yorkshire County Council for 
a progress report on the HGV ban 

 Resolved to set up a working party to look at traffic 
problems in Otley 

 Resolved to discuss with Metro the grants for rural 
transport initiatives 

 Resolved to meet with the Friends of Gallows Hill to 
discuss plans for the future of Gallows Hill 

 Resolved that the Town Clerk work with Groundworks to 
allow a full proposal to be presented to Committee 

 Resolved that the Town Clerk continue to pursue the 
process of Gallows Hill being declared a local nature 
reserve 

 Resolved to confirm with Leeds City Council that the new 
lamp posts will be equipped to accommodate Christmas 
lights 

 Discussion on the town’s heritage lights 
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 Resolved to ask Leeds City Council to store the heritage 
lights once they are removed 

 Resolved to ask Leeds City Council to meet the cost of 
restoring the lights 

 Resolved to ask Leeds City Council whether they 
will agree to the lights being on their land if they are 
non functioning  

  Resolved that the Town Clerk will investigate 
whether the lights could be powered by solar panels 

 Resolved that the Otley Chamber of Trade and the 
Otley Town Partnership be invited to become co-
optees of the Committee 

 
 

September 
 

 Resolved that a working party be formed to find a 
solution to the problem of the public toilets 

 Resolved to support the Transport Officer’s strategy 
for public transport 

 Resolved to discuss with Metro, Leeds City Council 
and the Farmers Auction Market ways to use the 
Station Top car park for the benefit of the town 

 Report from Otley In Bloom presented 

 Resolved to support the Otley in Bloom project at 
Ellar Ghyll 

 Report from Otley Conservation Task Force 
presented 

 Resolved to spend up to £300 to restore the public 
benches outside the Parish Church 

 Resolved to investigate costs for a new litter bin on Gay 
Lane 
 

 
November 
 

 Proposals for the heritage lamps in Otley received from 
Leeds City Council 

 Report on the public toilets in Otley received from the 
Town Clerk 

 Resolved to find out the cost of heritage litter bins 
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 Report on car parking in Otley received from Leeds City 
Council 

 Transport Officer’s report 

 Resolved to join the Yorkshire Tourist Board 

 Resolved to hold discussions with local Tourist 
Information Centres to ensure suitable publicity for Otley 

 Report from Otley in Bloom 

 
 

Committee Year 2008 
 

February 
 

  Report on Tourism received from the Town Clerk 

 Presentation from Walkers are Welcome 

 Resolved to support the Walkers are Welcome 
initiative 

 Resolved to form a working group to draw up and 
distribute tourism leaflets for Otley 

 Resolved to authorise up to £500 to be paid to the 
Otley Town Partnership for costs of the food trail 
leaflet 

 Discussion on Christmas lights 

 Report from the Chair on the public toilets 

 Report on using Station Top car park as a park & 
ride facility received from the Chair 

 Resolved to publicise in Otley Matters the need for 
a working team to remove Himalayan Balsam at 
Gallows Hill 

 Resolved to meet with Friends of Gallows Hill to 
discuss the Management Plan 

 Report from Gallows Hill received 

 Report from Otley in Bloom received 

 Report from Otley Town Partnership received 

 Resolved to invite Sainsbury’s to attend committee 
to discuss the new store 

 Resolved to hold a competition for a slogan for 
Otley for two gateway signs 
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1.7 Personnel Sub Committee 
 

1.7.1   Summary of Functions 
 

This sub committee is the forum for dealing with all staff 
issues, appointments, contracts and matters arising. 
 
 

1.7.2 Comments of Chair, Cllr J Spencer 
 

The sub committee met and continued to adopt and 
evolve formal staffing policies and procedures which 
will assist in the professional running of the Town 
Council employees.  It will be appreciated that the 
details of the work of this sub committee has to be kept 
confidential. 
 

 
1.7.3 Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 

Minutes 2007/8 
 
Committee Year 2007 

 
 

October 
 

 Equalisation of pay discussed 

 Annual leave and Christmas period discussed 

 Update on pay award for 2007/8 discussed 

 Resolved that the Town Clerk produce a report on the 
national terms and revisions for the Town Clerk’s terms 
and conditions 

 Council policies discussed 

 
December 
 

 Resolved to accept the Council’s Communication 
and Consultation Policy 

 Resolved to accept the Council’s Pension Scheme 
Policy 
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 Resolved to accept the change in the Personnel 
Committee meeting schedule 

 Discussion on Councillors and Staff becoming better 
acquainted 

 Discussion on meeting schedule for December and 
purpose of committees 

 Discussion on appraisals 

 
Committee Year 2008 

 
April    
 

 Resolved to adopt the national standard conditions 
and in terms of Quality Status to review the Town 
Clerk’s pay terms 

 Resolved that the Personnel Committee will meet 
with all the Council’s officers to explain the impact of 
the Civic Centre refurbishment 
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1.8   Plans Sub Committee 
 

      1.8.1 Summary of Functions 
 

The Town Council has a statutory right to be consulted 
on all planning applications within the town.  The sub 
committee carries out this primary function as well as 
looking at any Licensing issues and also takes account 
of any issues concerning built structures within the 
town. 

 

  1.8.2  Comments of Chair, Cllr G Kirkland 
 
   

Otley Town Council have the right to be consulted on all 
planning applications in their area.  They advise Leeds City 
Council of the local view on those plans.  The Town Council 
does not have executive responsibility to determine plans; 
that rests with the City Council.  When plans are refused by 
the City Council the applicants have a right of appeal.  The 
Town Council do make further observations, where 
appropriate to the Appeals Panel, which sits in Bristol and is 
run by the Government.  Should the determination be by 
Public Inquiry then we can attend and make a presentation.  
The planning committee has continued to meet twice a 
month.  It considers planning applications that have been 
submitted to Leeds City Council in our area in the interval 
since the last meeting.  Members of the public can, and do 
exercise their right to make observations to the planning 
committee, before the plan that concerns them is considered.  
Between them the members of the committee have 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the area of all the plans.   
 
Several major plans have been submitted in this report year.  
On several occasions the applicants have addressed the 
council before submitting their plan.  This is encouraged and 
complies with government guidelines.  An example is the 
NETTO application in Cross Green. 
 
The committee are well aware of all the derelict and 
unused sites in the Town.  Many of these have planning 
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permission or have applications being considered.  
Almost all these are privately owned, or, in the case of 
the Ashfield Works have been sold subject to planning 
permission.  Much as it would like to get these sites in 
development the Town Council has only persuasive 
powers, but no compulsory powers.  We are very 
pleased to see a start on the Sainsbury’s site in Gay 
Lane, Bondgate and Station Road.  This is a very large 
area of derelict and underused land much of it dating 
back 40 years, some since WWII.  We view with concern 
the proposed development at Bridge End, which we have 
said is unsuitable for residential development.  We have 
put in an objection to their appeal and will be considering 
our submission to the Public Inquiry as soon as we know 
the date. 
 

 

1.8.3 Headlines Extracted from Official Committee 
Minutes 2007/8 

 
Committee Year 2007 

 
June 
 

 25 applications considered 
 

July 
 

 12 applications considered 
 
September 
 

 10 applications considered 

 List of delegated decisions was noted 
 
October 
 

 Delegated authority given to Councillors M Vickers and A 
Thackray to look at the Leeds City Council Licensing 
Three Year Review of statement of Licensing Policy 

 22 applications considered 
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November 
 

 7 applications considered 

 Resolved to homologate the decisions of the Town Clerk 
following the inquorate meeting of 29th October 

 Resolved to note the TEN grant 

 Resolved to object to the Licensing application from 
Candy’s 

 Resolved not to object to the Licensing application from 
The Cove 

 
December 
 

 8 applications considered 

 Resolved to draw up a Local Strategy Area Action 
Plan for Otley  

 Gap sites in Otley discussed 

 
Committee Year 2008 

 
  January  

 

 23 applications considered 
 

February 
 

 15 applications considered 

 Planning Brief for Ashfield Farm requested 

 Planning Brief for Maple Bank Lodge requested 
 

March 
 

 9 applications considered 

 Resolved to invite Leeds City Council to discuss  
   outside drinking and tables and A Boards on the  
   highway 

 
April  

 

 23 applications considered 

 Resolved to accept the letter from Leeds City Council  
  regarding the proposed Sainsbury’s development 
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 Resolved to accept the Licensing variations for the   
  Whitakers Arms 
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2.   List of Otley Town Councillors / Wards 2007/2008 

 
West Chevin Ward 

 
James Michael Spencer  Town Mayor Elect 2007/2008 
Graham P Kirkland 
Shane Ratcliffe 
Mary Vickers 
 

Manor Ward 
 
Lawrence Ross 
Shelagh Ross 
Ray Smith 
Peter Moore 
 

Danefield Ward 
 

Nigel Francis 
Gerard Francis 
Neville Birch  Town Mayor 2007/2008 
Alan Furze 

 
Prince Henry Ward 
 
L. Christine Campbell 
Colin A Campbell 
Philip Bye 
 

Ashfield Ward 
 
Derek Henderson 
Julie Ratcliffe 
Ian Jackson 
Alma Thackray 
Mille Stott 

 

Contact details are available from the Town Clerk’s 
Office or the website www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk. 

http://www.otleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
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3. List of Officers (FT = Full Time, PT = Part Time, H = 

Honorarium) 
 

Iain Plumtree Town Clerk FT 
 

Martin Foy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Civic Centre Manager & 
Allotment Officer 

FT 
 

Emma Bradley Committee Admin Assistant PT 
 

Geraldine 
Crosby 

Administration Officer & 
Mayor’s Secretary 

PT 
 

Julia Johnson Community Development 
Officer 

PT 
 

Brian Roe Accountant PT 
 

Karen Smith Administration Officer PT 
 

Tony Coope Warden PT 
 

Colin Lamb Warden PT 
 

Silke Andrew Warden PT 
 

Carol Godley Cleaner PT 
 

Bob Deighton Cleaner PT 
 

Paddy Steval Bellman H 
 

Bomber Wilson Deputy Bellman H 
 

Headcount 12 plus 2 honorariums  
 

Full Time 
Equivalent 

 
= 5.7  
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4.  Final Accounts Outturn Report and Summaries    
     2007 / 2008 
 

Attached  


